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SILENCE, PLEASE ! 
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Splhe SeAE ol -  ¢ 


EB )W many of our readers who live in London | to speak low when we spoke at all, and to walk, 
noticed, during last week, any perceptible |.if walk we must, “ with soft and ginger tread. 
change in the unceasing din which is the | When we speak it will be to prescribe, if not silence, 
usual accompaniment to life in London and in | at least great calm. No one is to lose his temper 
fact in any large provincial city ? We should like | or give a display of the noisy emotions, either in 
to feel that there was a real response to the sug- | the office or in the house. With finger on the lip, 
gestion of an ‘“ Anti-Noise Week ”—made by an | we are to go discreetly about our business. It isa 
American citizen living in Paris—for we, as a | treatment plainly calculated to do a great deal 
profession, know what a healing factor silence | of good.”’ 
‘an prove if administered rightly. True, we cannot’ put back the clock; we cannot 
In our own homes, when sickness comes, we aim | return to the days. of our ancestors, to the sedan 
first of all at surrounding the patient with an | chair, or even the horse-drawn omnibus. The 
atmosphere of quiet and calm. In the hospital | best we can do, in the midst of city noises, is to 
ward, although more difficult of achievement, the | cultivate the habit of being unconscious or semi- 
aim is the same; especially at night, the necessary | conscious of them. And for the rest we must do 
foutine is carried on quietly, and voices are | what we can—metaphorically as well as literally— 
hushed. And if calm is so essential in the nursing | to oil the bearings. 
of bodily ills, how much more so in the case of | In the life of the individual there are great 
Menta! and nervous disorder ? | moments when the door of the mind must be closed 
to distractions, when for the forming of right judg- 
a for quiet in normal daily life. To quote the | ment, the making of a momentous decision, solitude 
mes, for a week we were to “ study quiet,’’ | and stillness are essential. But in the small 
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moments, too, when surrounded by the “ noise 
of my kitchen, while several persons are at the 
same time calling for different things,” inner 
quiet is not unattainable. Obviously, any advance 
must be voluntary, for silence that is forced 


NURSING 


FALSE ECONOMY 


AT a recent meeting of the Honiton Guardians 
the question of making a grant to the matron for 
extra work during the illness of her husband was 
considered, and the vice-chairman said the matron 
had saved them again and again the expense of 
employing a qualified nurse. One of the most 
progressive steps taken in Poor Law nursing 
reform was the separation of the sick from the 
workhouse, for special nursing care in the infirmary, 
a movement from which the Poor Law training 
schools, many of which are competeting so favour- 
ibly with those of our voluntary hospitals to-day, 
have evolved. It has not been possible, however, 
in every case to effect this change, and many sick 
persons in the rural areas have still to be cared 
for in the workhouse. It can be easily appreciated 
that such an arrangement is very unsatisfactory, 
the administration of the institution coming 
under the master and matron of the workhouse, 
where the latter may or may not be a qualified 
nurse. Whatever her qualifications may be, the 
sick people in her charge are understood by the 
ratepayers to receive expert nursing, and we 
strongly deprecate the action of the Honiton 
Guardians in economising at the expense either 
of the matron or of the sick. The matron was 
never intended to supervise the nursing and herself 
act as a substitute for a qualified nurse, and it is 
the right both of the matron and of the sick poor 
that adequate skilled nursing should be available. 
In making these comments we are not in any way 
criticising the Honiton matron, who may be, for all 
we know, atrained nurse. Our criticism is directed 
towards false economy. 


THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 


[HOSE whose interest in the welfare of children 
includes the children of all countries will find that 
small monthly journal, the “ World’s Children,” 
full of interesting information. The October 
issue—which may be seen at or borrowed from the 
Library of Nursing at la, Henrietta Street, Caven- 
dish Square, London—reports that the Italian 
Bureau of Maternity and Child Welfare has es- 
tablished four travelling health clinics, each in 
charge of a physician, and in addition has organised 
obstetrical and child welfare clinics in 54 communes. 
Copenhagen is endeavouring to encourage breast- 
feeding by admitting breast-fed infants only to 
its infant welfare centres. In Peru, the Children’s 
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on the unwilling is a fragile thing, likely to be 
shattered the moment that discipline is relaxed, 


Not for one week only, we would suggest, but asa 
daily practice, the habit of “ great calm ”’ is well 
worth consideration—that quiet of mind which 
is essential to good work. 


NOTES 


Bureau is making ejiforts to reduce begging by 
children in the streets, and in the Malay States 
the attendance at infant welfare clinics shows a 
marked increase. Readers of Mrs. Starr’s article 
recently published in the midwifery pages of 
“The Nursing Times " will rejoice to hear that a 
Bill for the prevention of marriage of Hindu 
girls below the age of 12 and of boys below 15 
came before the Indian National Assembly on 
September 15 and that the principle of legislative 
prevention of child marriage was approved 


A SPRING WEEK 


THE Superintendent Nurse of St. Albans 
Infirmary has made a very just claim in asking 
that her trained staff should have at least four 
weeks’ holiday during the year, to which the 
Board has agreed. We should like to encourage 
her to ask that the sisters in addition should be 
granted one week in the spring. Only those who 
are responsible for superintending the nursing in 
a large ward of sick people for eleven months 
without a holiday can realise the healing effects o! 
a “‘ Spring Week,’ and every hospital management 
would eventually prove such an arrangement to 
be a splendid investment. 


COURTESY CALLS 


In the “ British Medical Journal ’’ the question 
of courtesy calls from doctors settling in practice 
is raised by Dr. G. F. Rawdon Smith (Liverpool), 
who writes :—‘‘ Up to a few years ago it was the 
custom for a man settling in practice to call upon 
his neighbours. Since the war this custom seems 
almost entirely to have died out.”” The advantages 
to both the old-established practitioner and the 
newcomer are obvious, says Dr. Rawdon Smith, 
who describes the call as an “ ordinary piece of 
common courtesy and medical etiquette,’ and 
adherence to the custom is strongly recommended 
in the “ Handbook for Recently Qualified Medical 
Practitioners’ published by the B.M.A. The 
views of readers practising independently, on 
‘ courtesy calls ’’ among nurses, would be interest- 
ing. 


e 





See page 1219 for announcement of an 


important meeting. 











mat 
Cov 
in tl 
a nu 
poin 


a Je 
such 
beel 
the 

kno\ 
man 
Cov 
the 

cere 
rites 
and 
rega 
ligio 


oblis 


\ 
the 
of 
give 
day 
a g 
exal 
and 
date 
cla s 
cou! 


1S go 
nurse 


g by 
‘tates 
ws a 
ticle 


hata 
lindu 
w 15 
y on 


itive 


lbans 
sking 
four 
1 the 
urage 
id be 
who 
ng in 
onths 
ts 0 
ment 
nt to 


stiol 
ictice 
pool 
s the 
upon 
seems 
tages 
1 the 
mith 
ce Ol 
and 
nded 
ical 
The 
y, on 
erest- 


Ocr. 15, 1927. 


THE “COVENANT” AT MATERNITY HOMES 


A COMPLAINT has reached the editor of the 
‘lewish World” to the effect that at London 
maternity homes it is the rule to perform the 
Covenant, on infants born there, in bath-rooms, 
in the presence only of the celebrant and perhaps 
, nurse, and occasionally the infant’s father. It is 
pointed out that this is altogether contrary to the 
spirit of the ceremony and robs it of its religious 
nature, because the ritual blessings cannot be said 
in a bath-room; further, the Covenant, which to 
a Jew is more than a surgical operation, is not, in 
such circumstances, the joyous event it has long 
been in the economy of Jewish life. What may be 
the practice at private maternity homes we do not 
know, but at the London Hospital, where a good 
many Jewish maternity patients are received, the 
Covenant is performed in the theatre attached to 
the ward. It is regarded entirely as a religious 
ceremony, and all respects are paid to Jewish 
rites. The head of the Society of Mohels officiates, 
and the wishes of the parents are carried out with 
regard to this ceremony according to their re- 
ligious views, the father and one male friend being 
obliged to be present. 


TUTORIAL CLASSES 


Many health visitors may not be able to take 
the evening “ Refresher Course” at the College 
of Nursing, but the Tutorial Classes being 
given by Dr, Cates on Monday and Wednes- 
day evenings at 7 p.m. should prove helpful to 
a great many wishing to take in December the 
examination approved by the Ministry of Health, 
and also to many others anxious to keep up-to- 
date in their work. They can take separate 
classes and enter at any time. The fee for the 


course is £2 10s. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 


At the three days’ annual conference of the 
National Council of Women, which opened at 
Bournemouth on October 11, the College of 
Nursing was represented by Miss Rundle (secre- 
tary), Mrs. Killby, Miss Ellis, Miss Lambert, 
Miss Harding and Miss Pritchard. On the opening 
day the conference reaffirmed its demand for 
equal franchise without delay, and dealt with a 
number of questions affecting the welfare of 
children and young people. 


Materia Mediea for Nurses. By A. Muir Crawford, M.D., 

_E.R-F.P.S.G. (H. K. Lewis and Co.; 3s. 6d.) 
_CONCISELY expressed and arranged for easy reference, 
tis book should prove exceptionally useful. The type 
IS gor Its price brings it within the reach of every 
hurse. Drugs in common daily use are considered, 
with useful information concerning vaccines and sera, 
and t more important substances used in medicine 
Which are obtained from the animal kingdom. 


Nurses are invited to write to the Librarian, College 
ot Nursing, la, Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, 
for the catalogue, (7d., post free.) 
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| EVENTS OF THE WEEK 
| | LonpDon, October 12, 1927. 
a thw King and Queen left London on October 11 
for Sandringham, where they will stay for about 
a fortnight. 
Two hundred and seventy members of the National 
| Commander’s party of the American Legion to Great 
Britain were received by the King and Queen in the 
Throne Room at Buckingham Palace on October 10. 
| Afterwards the Legionaries were entertained to lun- 
cheon by the Corporation of London in the Guildhall. 

Princess Astrid, Duchess of Brabant, wife of the 
Belgian Crown Prince, gave birth to a daughter on 
October 11. 

Mount Llaima, the Chilean volcano, which has been 
extinct since 1864, is throwing out great columns of 
ashes and smoke, accompanied by strong earth tremors 
which have been felt miles away. The inhabitants are | 
evacuating the district. 

The English church at Compiégne, which was nearly 
destroyed by enemy gunfire during the war, having 
been restored, was reconsecrated on October 9. 

Men of Section “‘A”’ of the Army Reserve who were 
called up last January for service in China, and number 
1,650, are to return home, the War Office announces, 
between the middle of October and the end of 
November. 

Air Ministry and Imperial Airways experts visited 
Erith on October 10 to inspect sites for a proposed 

| commercial flying boat station on the Thames. : 

While seven workmen were painting Battersea 

Bridge, beneath one of the arches, the scaffolding upon 
| which they stood partially collapsed and caused them 

to fall 25 feet into the river. Five of the men were 
| rescued, but two were drowned. 

Norwich War Memorial was unveiled on October 9 
by a disabled private soldier of the Norfolk Regiment. 

Earl Haig unveiled on October 8 at Coventry a 
tower of Portland stone, with a Chamber of Silence 
containing a Roll of 2,587 men of that city who lost | 
their lives in the war. 

A number of coins, declared by the British Museum 

| to be about 2,000 years old, have been found in a flint | 
receptacle on Salisbury Plain. 

More than 4,000 women are endeavouring to-day to 
sell a million pimpernels in 150 London districts and 
300 towns and villages in aid of the Y.M.C.A. centres 

| with the British troops in Shanghai and on the Rhine. | 

Miss Francis Grayson, the American airwoman, 
started on October 10 on the first lap of her proposed | 
Transatlantic flight from New York to Copenhagen. 

Dr. Dorothy Cochrane Logan, of Harley Street | 
(‘Miss Mona McLellan’’) swam the Channel on | 
October 10-11, in 13 hours 12 minutes, from Gris Nez | 
to Folkestone, beating the previous record time for | 

| women (set up by Miss Ederle) by 1 hr. 27 mins. 

Miss Mercedes Gleitze, the London typist who swam | 
the Channel on October 7, gave a display of the strokes | 
she used during her great swim at a gala at East Ham 
Baths on October 8. 

London defeated Berlin in the international lawn 
| tennis tie at the Qu2en’s Club on October 8 by nine | 
| matches to two. Miss Betty Nuthall beat Fraulein I. 

Kallmeyer (10—12, 6—3, 6—2), this being her first 
| single-handed match since her return from America. | 


What do you think ? 
It is not easy to write English : it is so difficult that 
| few, even of those who devote their lives to the attempt, 
achieve it.—Mr. Gerald Gould. 
| It seems to me that woman's place is no longer so | 
| much in the home as in the Channel.—Lord Dewar. 


General Knowledge. 
In what countries are the following towns :— | 
Philadelphia, Buenos Aires, Lisbon, Malaga, Brindisi, 
Suez, Colombo, Hobart’s Town, Adelaide, Amiens ? 
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SKIN AFFECTIONS OF CHILDHOOD 


By James Burnet, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. (Edin.), Lecturer on Diseases of Children, School of 
Medicine of the Royal Colleges, Edinburgh 


2. IMPETIGO 


HIS is a very common skin affection in 
childhood. It is due to infection of the 
skin with the common pus-producing org- 

anisms. The lesions are produced by these 
germs with great ease, and they may affect the 
skin from a variety of causes. To these we must 
briefly refer. 

A very common origin of impetigo, more 
especially among children attending our elemen- 
tary schools, is pediculosis capitis, that is, lice of 
the head. Very few female children attending 
such schools are altogether free from these, and 
it is not uncommon to meet with impetigo as a 
secondary disease of the skin in such cases. In our 
next article we shall have much more to say on 
this important subject, which appears to us to 
receive too little serious attention from school 
authorities 

Then, again, impetigo may follow any abrasion 
of the skin, which thus readily becomes infected 
by pus organisms. A slight cut about the face 
especially, or even a mere scratch, is sufficient 
to produce it, when the injured skin surface is not 
kept clean. Sometimes we have met with patches 
of impetigo following on an attack of chicken-pox. 
In the latter disease the vesicles or pustules some- 
times get broken before the crusts have had time 
to form, and it is most frequently under such 
circumstances that impetigo is liable to develop. 
Here, again, want of ordinary cleanliness is to 
blame. 

Impetigo may also follow on the top of other 
skin diseases where the ordinary principles of 
cleanliness are not observed. Thus it is sometimes 
found in association with the well-known skin 
disease termed scabies, or “ the itch,”’ as it is more 
familiarly named. 

Lastly, impetigo may be the result of contagion 
from one child to another. This often happens 
in schools or in institutions where many children 
are herded together. In such cases the disease 
may be conveyed by towels. 

Vaccination is not in itself a cause of impetigo, 
although this disease may attack the skin area 
which has been vaccinated. Here the real cause 
is the after-infection of the pock with pus organisms 
owing to want of proper precautions as regards 
cleanliness of the parts. The actual material 
used for vaccination, namely, the calf lymph, 
cannot, and never does, produce any skin disease, 
and it is certainly not a cause of impetigo. 

The nature of the lesion produced in impetigo 
must now be considered. The disease occurs in 
the form of a few watery “ heads,” or vesicles, 
which often tend to be more or less pustular in 
appearance. These “ heads ”’ are somewhat round, 
or even flat, and are usually about the size of a 





split pea. They are rarely numerous. The com- 
monest sites are the face, the upper lip, the 
angles of the mouth, the skin, forehead, or 
tip of the nose. They may by contact spread to 
any part of the body, such as the hands, arms, 
legs or neck. In a few days the lesions become 
covered over with dry crusts, which are of a pale 
yellow colour. These, in course of time, fall off, 
leaving a more or less discoloured skin surface 
below. 

In some cases a certain amount of itching is 
complained. of. It is in such cases that the 
disease is apt to be spread by scratching the 
affected part, and then touching some other part 
of the body with the infected fingers. The worst 
cases are undoubtedly those associated with lice 
or scabies. In such cases the lesions are apt to 
be very severe. Thus, in cases of lousiness of 
the head, there may be very extensive crusts 
on the scalp. 

In most instances the disease seems to be self- 
limited. The milder cases usually run their course 
in about 14 days. The more severe types may take 
a long time before recovery takes place. Ke- 
currence, moreover, is by no means uncommonly 
encountered. 

The treatment of this skin disease is generally 
a very simple matter. First of all the exciting 
cause must be carefully sought for. In fact, 
if this is not done the disease may drag on in- 
definitely. More especially must we eliminate 
lousiness of the head, which we have referred to 
as being a very common source in elementary school 
children. Until the lice are got rid of it is nv use 
attempting to treat the impetigo. 

First, then, we must seek out the cause, and 
treat the condition which has induced the impeti- 
ginous lesions. Then we must attack the impetigo 
itself. Our primary measure is to get rid of all 
the crusts. This is best achieved by soaking them 
with olive oil. After the crusts are soft they may 
be picked off, or washed off with hot water and 
soap. They may come on again, repeatedly, 
and if so the same procedure must be carried out. 
When the crusts have been got rid of by ‘hese 
means, a mild antiseptic ointment should be applied 
two or three times a day to the parts affected. 
Further, the child must be kept from tou: hing 
the lesions, as by so doing he may spread the 
fection to other parts of the body. As the disease 
is contagious, towels, soap, sponges, brushes and 
combs must be kept separate. In institutions 
special precautions have to be taken to prevent 
spread of the disease throughout the buil:ing, 
even to adults. 

Apart from the risk of spreading, the disease is4 
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Skin Affections of Childhood— Contd 

mild one, and rarely leads to any serious trouble. 
The only complication likely to be met with is 
enlargement of the glands in the neighbourhood 


(To be continued.) 





of the lesions, owing to absorption of septic 
material. These glands may suppurate and break 
down, and then surgical treatment may become 


necessary. 












Chronic Intestinal Auto-Infection 

Dr. Desgeorges (Vichy) believes this condition 
to be three or four times commoner in women 
than in men, on account of constipation, viscerop- 
tosis, the sedentary life, and pregnancy. It is 
hereditary and familial, but rarely conjugal. 
Besides stasis in the caecum and ascending colon, 
hronic appendicitis, colitis, bites of oxyuris and 
inflammation impairing the resistance of the colic 
mucosa, are etiologically important. The kidney 
and the liver which excrete the bacteria are 
specially prone to suffer from chronic inflammations 
ind disorders; oxaluria is common, and a form of 
lumbago, peculiar in being worse in the recumbent 
position and so at night, occurs in the absence of 
ny definite renal lesion. The general symptoms 
ire, like those ascribed to intestinal stasis, protean, 
especially “the entero-nervous syndrome which 
includes the majority of so-called nervous dis- 
orders of an indefinite character ’’ ; cancer, however, 
is not mentioned. Treatment is not so easy as 
diagnosis; surgery has its place when adhesions 


1 chronic appendicitis are responsible ; dieting and 
treatment at a health resort are important, but 
vaccine therapy is usually disappointing.—From 
the ‘‘ British Medical Journal.” 


Hot Blanket Pack for Persistent Vomiting 


In the “ British Medical Journal” Dr. John 
B. Berry (Keighley) describes the treatment of 
a boy suffering from uncontrollable vomiting, due 
to gastritis. ‘‘ The usual remedies had failed, 
ind | recommended the blanket pack. The boy 
was wrapped in a warmed blanket, and to his body 
wes applied a flannel compress previously wrung 
out of hot water to which mustard had been added. 
Food and medicine were stopped. In a short 
time he went to sleep, and an hour or so after 
waking was allowed sips of water, and, later, small 
quantities of liquid nourishment. I generally 
begin with sugar and water, and later give milk, 


with or without soda water, albumin water, and 
bovril, and usually by the third day a gradual 
return to full diet is possible. In some cases I 
have used linseed meal poultices with a teaspoonful 


ol mustard added to the first, in place of the 
compress.” Another case described by Dr. Berry 
is that of a girl, aged seven, who had been ill with 
chicken-pox for a week, during the last three days 


had been unable to retain food or medicines, and 
had got into a critically weak state, with sighing 
respiration, great restlessness, and very feeble 
pulse. ‘‘ Within three hours of the use of the pack 


the whole outlook was changed and recovery 
assured.’’ A lady who had both eyes operated 





MEDICAL NOTES 


| 
| 
| and had a cheerful note the next day to say that : 





| common characteristics, but which manifest them- 


| of the teeth—due partly to hereditary syphilis— 












on for glaucoma, the first with local, and the 
second, 12 hours later, with a general anesthetic, 
is another case quoted. When I visited her two 
days later I found the surgeon in attendance 
anxious because of persistent vomiting. I sug- 
gested the blanket pack and mustard compress, 









all went well afterwards. So far I have not had 
failure with this line of treatment. For a child 
one large blanket should be enough, for adults 
two might be used. The object is to secure good 
surface warmth generally and counter-irritation 
over the stomach.” 


Cancer and Race 4 

Pointing out the difficulties in the compilation | 
of statistics measuring the distribution of cancer 

among the various races, Mr. C. Regaud, in a letter 










published in the “ World’s Health” says that 
one source of error lies in grouping under the 4 
name of “ cancer” diseases which certainly have 







selves under absolutely different conditions. As q 
examples, the writer mentions syphilis as certainly 
playing an important part among general predis- 
posing causes. “‘ It is in large measure responsible 
for cancers of the upper digestive tract, from the 
lips to the cesophagus inclusive, and possibly for 
some cancers of the rectum.”’ Again, “ alcoholism, 
on account of the functional disorders and the 
lesions which it causes in the stomach, and bad 
teeth, leading to imperfect mastication and in- 
directly to chronic irritation of the stomach, are 
partially responsible for gastric cancers. None of 
these factors has anything to do with race; they 
have little relationship to national predispositions; 
they are essentially individual, and may exist 
in a Negro or an Arab just as they may exist ‘I 
in a Scandinavian or an Anglo-American. If there i 
is no syphilis in negro populations, cancers of the { 
mouth will probably be rare among them. If there 
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is no chronic alcoholism, and if bad conditions 








are rare in a country, cancers of the stomach will | 
probably be rare. These examples, which might | 
| 
j 
| 






be enlarged upon, show the great difficulty in 
interpreting the factor ‘race’ supposing that it 
might be possible, by statistical methods, to demon- 
strate with certainty a racial influence on cancer 
morbidity.” 



















Princess Beatrice visited the Home of Rest for Nurses ; 
(Seaside Cottage, Bonchurch) on September 26, and went 
over the new wing, with which she -was much pleased. 
The Princess mentioned that she took a great interest 
in the Home, which she opened seven years ago, and 
had watched its progress. 
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THE NURSING OF DISEASES OF THE EAR 
By K. ARMSTKONG, Sister-Tutor, King’s College Hospital 
(Continued) 


HE aural syringe must be of such a make that 
it can be held and controlled with one hand, 
so that the other hand is free to hold the ear. 

Ihe barrel should have a ledge for the fingers, and 
the piston a ring for the thumb, so that it cannot 
slip; if this happened the nozzle might pierce the 
tympanic membrane and carry infection into the 
middle ear. Such an accident may lead to very 
serious consequences, or may even result in the 
death of the patient. The syringe should not be 
too large, or it will not easily be controlled with 
one hand. A glass syringe is lighter than a metal 
one, and therefore easier to manage. The point 
of the syringe must be fine, so that the stream of 
lotion entering does not interfere with the exit 
of the returning fluid. It should also be straight, 
so that the stream may be sufficiently forcible. 
The “ aural syringe ’’ with bulbous, curved end 
is unsuitable, since the end blocks the meatus 
and effectively prevents the return of the lotion. 

The lotion used depends upon the surgeon, but 
whatever it is, it must be sterile. To sterilise water 
it must be boiled for at least 20 minutes. The 
following lotions are commonly used: sterile 
normal saline, sterile water, sterile boracic lotion, 
perchloride of mercury 1-4,000 to 1-8,000, sterile 
bicarbonate of soda solution. Perchloride of 
mercury is specially used for chronic otitis media; 
soda bicarbonate for wax in the meatus. The 
lotion must be comfortably warm (temp., 100 deg. 
F.); if it is either too hot or too cold the patient 
will become giddy and may vomit. The surgeon 
will sometimes test the temperature on the back 
of his hand, but the nurse should rely on the 
thermometer, as her hands are so often in very hot 
water that her judgment is liable to be affected. 

Method of syringing :—Seat the patient with 
the ear to be syringed facing the light, preferably 
in a chair with arms. If more light is required, 
the nurse may wear a head mirror and stand 
facing the window herself, the patient sitting with 
the ear facing away from it; this makes it possible 
to see into the meatus much more satisfactorily. 
Place a mackintosh and towel round the patient's 
neck, and give him a kidney dish, in which to catch 
the lotion. He should hold it himself, pressed 
firmly against the neck, as he can feel whether he 
catches the fluid or not. The head may be slightly 
tilted towards the affected side. The syringe, ster- 
ilised, should be first filled with lotion and the air 
expelled by pointing the nozzle upwards and 
pushing up the piston. To syringe air into the ear 
causes the patient much discomfort. The meatus 
should be made as straight as possible. To do this, 
pull the auricle upwards and backwards in the 
case of an adult, backwards in a child, and down- 
wards in an infant. Insert the point of the syringe 
just inside the meatus, and direct the stream of 
lotion along the upper back wall, so that it returns 


along the floor of the canal, washing it clear. 
Syringe in jerky fashion, without undue force. 

Syringing may cause discomfort, but should 
not cause pain or giddiness. If giddiness occurs, 
test the temperature of the lotion again, prefer- 
ably with a fresh thermometer, and wait til! the 
giddiness has passed off before continuing. When 
the operation is finished, make the patient shake 
the head, leaning over to the affected side, to get 
rid of any lotion remaining, and dry the auricle 
with cotton wool swabs and the orifice of the 
meatus with cotton wool mounted on aural forceps. 
The surgeon will then examine the ears a second 
time. 

Foreign Bodies in the Ear 

A child will often put a foreign body in his own 
ear or in that of another child—at any rate he will 
say that he has done so. The nurse should never 








METHOD oF HoLpING REFRACTORY CHILD FOR !-AR 
EXAMINATION, 
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Nursing of Diseases of the Ear—Contd, 
attempt to remove it, and should advise that the 
child be taken to an aural surgeon. It will do 
no harm if left alone, but if an unskilled person 
tries to remove it, it may be driven through the 
tympanic membrane, with very serious conse- 
quences. If the parents cannot be convinced that 
it should be left alone, syringing is the only thing 
that should be attempted. It will probably do 
no good, and may do slight harm by driving the 
object further in, but it will not endanger life. 

An insect entering the ear will set the air in 
vibration and cause terrible noises in the head 
till, entangled in the cerumen, it ceases to struggle, 
and dies. In such cases the insect may be drowned 
and floated out by filling the meatus with sterile 
lotion. The head should be laid on a pillow on 
the table, with the affected ear uppermost, and 
the lotion may be conveniently poured from a 
teaspoon. This is not a common occurrence, and 
when the noises subside there is no further incon- 
venience or danger. 
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Accumulation of Wax in the Ear 

This causes deafness and a singing noise. Asa 
general rule the deafness comes on suddenly after 
washing, water having entered the canal and 
completely blocked a passage already almost 
blocked by wax. Sometimes the wax is soft, 
and can be removed ‘by syringing only; and 
solution of bicarbonate of soda 3i to the pint 
is the best lotion to use. Sometimes the wax 
has to be loosened first; for this purpose. drops 
are used; the most effective are hydrogen 
peroxide (10 volumes) or the following solution :— 
bicarbonate of soda 3fs; glycerine 31; water 
to the ounce. To insert the drops, let the 
patient place the head comfortably on a pillow 
on a table, with the affected ear uppermost. Heat 
the drops in a spoon. Draw the auricle upwards 
and backwards, as for syringing, and pour in the 
drops; allow the patient to remain for 5-10 minutes 
in this position before syringing. If a table is 
not available, let the patient nurse his head on 
his own hand, the elbow resting on the knee. 


(To be continued). 





MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL 


Among the guests at the opening of the 93rd winter 
session of the Medical School held at Queen’s Hall 
last week, were the matron, Miss Montgomery, R.R.C., 
sisters and nurses. Mr. Victor Bonney, M.S., gave a 
most inspiring introductory address, “ The Path to the 
Stars”; although intended for medical students there 
was much in it of vital interest to nurses also, “ Life,” 
he said, “is a battle, and all carry as weapons a host 
if higher cerebral cells. There must be, however, init- 
iative—driving power—to put these weapons of the 
intellect into action. This power may be aspiration 
or, on a lower plane, ambition, or just a combination 
f the two.” 

Sir Charles H. Sargant presented scholarships and 
prizes to the medical students, and the Fardon Memo- 
rial Medals to nurses: Miss Kathleen M. Beard was 
the winner of the gold medal; Miss Dorothy H. Dixon 
the silver medal and Miss Martha E. Dicken, the 
bronze medal. The prize for proficiency in the oper- 
ating theatre was awarded to Miss Isabella B. Hazlett. 
Visits were paid to the museum, wards, Preliminary 
lraining School and X-ray Department, where a most 
age sting talk on deep therapy was given by the nurse 
in charge 


EVESHAM HOSPITAL 


Additional buildings at Evesham Hospital includ® 
new wards for women and children, beautifully light and 
1iry and handsomely fitted up; a theatre dressing-room, 
(doctor's room, improved operation theatre, anzsthetic 
room, pantry, and dry goods store, enlarged general 
kitchen, linen store, ward kitchen, temporary X-ray room, 
dispensary, laboratory, mortuary, and laundry block, 
fitted with modern appliances. At the opening ceremony 
on September 28, the senior medical officer, Dr. Leslie, 
paid a high tribute to the excellent way in which the 
Matron (Miss Terrill) had carried on the work of the 
hospital during the alterations and additions, and pre- 
sented her, on behalf of the committee and members of 
the medical board, with a bouquet. 


I 


~ast Ashford Guardians have approved the report of a 
Special committee, which recommended that plans be 
Prepared for a nurses’ home to accommodate seven to 
eight nurses, with the necessary offices. 


* THE NURSES’ MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

At the valedictory meetings of the Nurses’ Missionary 
League, on October 4, members were present from stations 
as widely separated as China, India, Uganda and the 
Malay States. Miss Santler (Bristol Royal Infirmary) 
told of her experiences during the siege of Kweilin 
(Central China) when they were shut in for three months 
and subject to daily bombardment, but were kept safe 
and ultimately enabled to escape; of tending the wounded 
soldiers of the defeated army at her little dispensary at 
Taochow, three days distant from the nearest medical 
aid; and of her enforced withdrawal from her station in 
the spring, and of the steadfastness, in spite of great 
persecution, of the Christians who have been left behind. 
Miss Morris (Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham) described 
work of another kind, in the great up-to-date hospital at 
Hangchow, built up by the efforts of the veteran Dr. 
Duncan Main, with its medical school and outlying 
sanatoria and work for lepers. Much of this work is now 
closed down, and Christian teaching forbidden, but 
Miss Morris also told of the faithfulness of the Christians 
who remain, and spoke with hope for the future. Miss 
Corbett (Cardiff Royal Iufirmary), gave a picture of very 
different conditions in Malaya, with the mixed population 
of Indians, Chinese and Malays, all speaking different 
languages and with widely different customs. She had 
worked at two hospitals, one at Singapore, well-equipped 
and up-to-date, the other at Malacca, in a primitive 
Chinese house to which wards are gradually being added. 
She described the terrible overcrowding in the homes, 
the prevalence of tuberculosis, the scourges from-parasites 
and the appalling customs of native midwives, but was 
able to speak of the steady work being done both to 
prevent and to cure. 

Only one of the seventeen “ sailing members ’’—Miss 
Langley (Mile End Hospital)—was able to be present, and 
she represented yet another sphere, as she was going out 
to work among lepers in the Southern Sudan. Messages 
were read from others, starting for India, North Africa 
and Bolivia. 

Three addresses on various aspects of prayer were given 
during the day. Mrs. Hett spoke on the place of prayer 
in Our Lord’s own life, Miss A. O. Shaw on its place in 
our own lives, and Mrs. Somervell gave the closing address 
on its place in relation to others. 





The Prince of Wales will visit Boscombe Hospital 
(Royal Victoria and West Hants) on October 19. 
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THE WORK OF THE GENERAL NURSING COUNCIL 
By Str Witmot PARKER HERRINGHAM, K.C.M.G. C.B., M.D. 


2. REGISTRATION 


HE most pressing business of the Council 
was to draw up rules for the admission to 
the Register of nurses already in practice 

or training. 

When, in 1858, the medical profession was 
organised and a Register set up, a “ qualification,” 
that is, evidence of training and proficiency, was 
required. But, under the last Dentists’ Act, this 
is not necessary for admission to the Dental 
Register. Practice, safeguarded by certain testi- 
monials, is allowed as a title. 

The General Nursing Council took the first view, 
and decided that at least a year’s training should 
be required. Later, it was represented to the 
Council that this inflicted a great hardship on many 
nurses who had proved their competence in prac- 
tice, and who, in some cases, had begun practice 
before training became general. The Council 
therefore resolved to relax the rule in the case of 
older nurses, and to grant admission to those who 
had begun to practise before 1900 and were still 
in practice on the passing of the Act, provided 
they could show good testimonials. This rule 
had to be approved by Parliament, and it was 
found that the opinion of Parliament had changed 
in the meanwhile, so that, whereas the previous 
House had approved the original rule, the present 
House took the view that all nurses in practice 
in 1919, when the Act was passed, should be ad- 
mitted. By this rule, known as the Chapple 
\mendment, 1,042 nurses have been admitted. 

Rules were -also required for the admission of 
nurses who were registered on the Scottish or 
Irish Registers, and for those registered in other 
parts of His Majesty's Dominions where the 
registration complied with the conditions laid down 
in the Act. The latter took a long time, since the 
Council was obliged, by the Act, to satisfy itself 
that the standard was equal to our own, and in 
many Dominions the iry regulations had 
not been passed. At the present moment we have 
‘reciprocal’’ registration with New Zealand, 
South Australia, Western Australia and Queens- 
land 

Throughout this business, and also in setting 
up the rules for education, we had, by the Act, to 
work in strict uniformity with the Councils for 
Scotland and Ireland. 

It might be thought that such regulations would 
not be difficult to draw up. But anyone who 
will look at pages 18 to 29 of the Rules of the Coun- 
cil will see what an intricate business it was to 
make regulations even for “ existing ’’ and “ inter- 
mediate’ nurses alone. These had all been 
drawn before I joined the Council, but I can answer 
for the labour involved in the rules for admission 
by examination, which fill the next six pages 
(29-35). 





The provision for all possible circumstances 
required such endless revision and amendment 
that it seemed as if we should never finish. It is 
satisfactory that we have not so far found any 
omissions to be supplied. 

The applications for registration did not come 
in very rapidly at first. By October, 1922, there 
were about 12,000 on the Register. But as the 
time limit (July, 1925) approached, they became 
much more numerous, and the following figures 
will show how numbers increased. 

Applications for Registration 
Period of grace for ‘‘ Ex- Period of grace for  In- 
isting Nurses ’”’ ended July termediate Nurses’ ended 
14, 1923. June 30, 1925 
January ... Ps January ... wee 440 
February February an 610 
March March ... — 738 
April April ont aie 904 


os a eae. 
June (to 30th) ... 4,852 


June a 
July (to 14th) 


. 21,900 : ... 9,204 


(Last 44 months, 18,611.) (Last 4 months, (8,154) 
Total applications to July 14, 1923, 40,436. Total 
applications to June 30, 1925, 53,573. 

We had then a small house in York Gate, two 
rooms of which were given up to registration. The 
accommodation became quite inadequate; it was 
increasingly evident that we must enlarge our 
staff, and that to do this we must find other pre- 
mises. After considering various alternatives, the 
Council chose the cheapest, and bought one of 
those large houses which now can be had at a low 
figure. It has proved in every way satisfactory, 
and the staff have been much healthier since we 
moved into more airy quarters. 

But no staff that the Council could employ 
could keep abreast of the work towards the end 
of the time. In March, 1925, we had 738 applica- 
tions; in April, 904; in May, 1,660; in June, 4,852 

It must be remembered that every application, 
even if perfectly filled up, necessitated the writing 
of four letters at least to the applicant and to her 
referees, and that nothing could be done until all 
the latter had answered. But it was rare to find 
an application without mistakes. The signature 
might be insufficient, the date of birth or a marriage 
certificate omitted, the certificate of training was 
not enclosed, or the record was not filled up. 
And there were endless difficulties with the re!crees. 
Some could not be found; some did not answef 
everi repeated applications; some were dead ; and 
some disclaimed knowledge of the applicant. 
It was no uncommon thing for eight or nine !etters 
to be written on account of a single application 

The Council was accused of dealing unfairly 
with the applications. This was not the case. 
Every application was dealt with in the order of 
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The Work of the G.N.C.— Contd. 

reception. That many applicants were not regis- 
tered until after others who had applied later, 
was entirely due to the delay in receiving the 
necessary papers. 

\i the present moment there are 10 cases which 
cannot be completed because the necessary refer- 
ences, though repeatedly requested, have never 
been supplied, and the applicants have not 


(To be continued.) 


SENSITIVENESS AND TACT 


answered the letters asking them to send names 
of fresh referees. 

Compiling the yearly Register is in itself a 
substantial task, necessitating the incorporation of 
the new names, the record of marriages, of which 
there have been over 5,000, and consequent 
change of name, and the changes of address 
in the 1927 Register alone amounted to over 
20,000. 


By N. Dorsey, R.N. 





Nursing in the United States,” the author’s refer- 

ence to “‘ sensitiveness and tact ’’ suggested itself as 

a problem the facing of which with determination by 

nurses in every country might go far in furthering a better 

understanding, not only between the different countries, 

but between the different groups of nurses within each 
ountry. 

Whatever our nationality, at heart we are the same, 

congratulating ourselves that each belongs to her own 

country, and it is questionable whether this spirit should 


T recent article in ‘‘ The Nursing Times” entitled 


be discouraged ; but if it blindfolds us in our understanding, 
and we hide behind sensitiveness and tact, then it is 
tundamentally wrong. Is there not a danger of excusing 
our ignorance by the substitution of sensitiveness and 


t for honest thought and constructive effort ? Are we 
it sensitive out of self-defence, and is it not really an 
cknowledgment of superficial knowledge of each other— 


of ¢ history, customs, language, intellectual develop- 
ment--or lack of knowledge ? 
As a profession, have we learned to criticise in a con- 


structive rather than a destructive form ? 
It is doubtful. We, as nurses, have to become thinkers, 


and not merely casual observers and workers. Honest 
opinion based on accurate knowledge will quickly dispel 
sensitiveness and the need for tact. To achieve this end 
t is essential that we should keep ourselves well informed ; 
four training schools will teach on broad national and 


nternational lines ; if our organisations will keep us up 
to date through their activities, why should we not 











contrast audibly British and American methods—Spanish 
or Chinese, or any other countries’ methods, with con- 
structive rather than destructive results ? 

It would be helpful if each national organisation would 
establish a department for fact-finding methods, so that 
the whole problem of national and international under- 
standing might have a sound basis upon which to build. 
Certain classified procedures should be laid down, similar 
perhaps to those adopted in any social investigation : 
for example, “‘ Establishing Confidence ’’—which may 
include “‘ explaining the agency ” (ourselves); ‘‘ Meeting 
the issue,”’ 7.e., meeting the doubts; sharing experiences; 
“‘ Building up Responses ” (positive rather than negative 
interests). In thus isolating the procedures we may 
recognise a situation when it occurs in different sur- 
roundings (countries). After isolating them we name 
these procedures, so that we may have means of com- 
parison with other people, and at the same time increase 
our common knowledge and establish a common language 
in so far as an interpretation of terms is concerned. 

The next step would be to use these procedures con- 
sciously, in different circumstances, until they became a 
part of our natural equipment when we set out to seek and 
observe new surroundings in professional or personal 
interests in our own or in other countries. What we need 
to know in order to understand is how to interest our 
fellows, how to build up habits for favourable response, 
how to lead, adjust and control. All this is the ground- 
work of social ethics, whether it refers to social inves- 
tigation or to our professional relationships—national or 
international. 


RETIREMENT OF A QUEEN’S SUPERINTENDENT 


ISS SHALDERS, a pioneer of district nursing 
M and for 33 years superintendent of St. Olave’s 
D.N.A., is retiring. 

Shalders formerly taught relatives of Miss 


Nightingale, whom she knew well and who, hearing 
that she wished to become a nurse, wrote offering her 
i lettcr of introduction and later, when her training at 
Westminster Hospital was arranged, wrote: “I do give 
ou joy that you are to enter under Miss Payne, and 
vish you success and strength with all my heart.” In 
addition to many letters from Miss Nightingale, Miss 
Sha s treasures a gift of ten volumes of Schiller’s 
\ bought by Miss Nightingale when training at 
Disscldorf. After taking her district training at 
Chelsea, Miss Shalders went to St. James's Street, 
where the D.N.A. Home then was, as superintendent; 
she his worked under three Queen’s Superintendents— 
Miss Peters, Miss Amy Hughes, and Miss Peterkin, 
the present General Superintendent. 


Conditions in Bermondsey in 1895 were terrible. The 
nurscs had almost to fight for the privilege of caring 
tor the sick poor, but once their confidence was gained, 
and ihey felt they had a friend, their devotion was 
Tuberculosis cases were kept at that period 


absc ite, 





in hot rooms with windows closed, sandbagged, or 
often pasted up with paper; children slept in the 
patient’s room for warmth; washing was unpopular ; in- 
sect pests had to be coped with; feather beds were in 
use; houses and floors gave way; a nurse called to a 
confinement would find no water, a basin with a hole 
in it, and absolutely no provision for the baby. On one 
occasion, a complete outfit was made by the nursing 
staff in twenty minutes, with the cook.to thread their 
busily flying needles! Ulcerated legs and rheumatism 
of types not now seen were common, 


Miss Shalders attributes the wonderful improvement 
in the health of the neighbourhood largely to the 
teaching of the nurses, health visitors, clinics and 
welfares. At St. Olaves D.N.A. five nurses are now 
taken for the six months’ training required for 
Queen’s Nurses before admission to the Roll. The 
“ Forget-Me-Not”. Society, started many years ago by 
an aunt of Miss Shalders, supplies bed linen, nursing 
appliances, warm shawls, pretty clothes for the children 
and many other comforts. 


Miss Hasted, assistant superintendent, has been 
appointed to succeed Miss Shalders. 
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THE WORK OF THE COLLEGE OF NURSING 


2. Registration Department, Information Bureau, and Sick Insurance 


lepartment of the College of Nursing should 
ve recorded as of foremost importance. The 
foundations of the College as an organisation were 


l is fitting that the work of the Registration 
DD 
I 


laid in 1916, and in the next two or three years 
nurses, joining in thousands, built up the Register 
of College members 

The main duties of the Registration Department 
include all correspondence and matters dealing 
with applications for membership, and the prepara- 
tion of forms, references, and other details for the 
Registration Committee for report to the Council. 
When the certificate of membership is sent to 
new members, each is given the name and address 
of the secretary of her nearest Branch, and at the 
same time each secretary is supplied with a list 
of these new members, in the hope that a letter of 
welcome will be sent to them. 

All College members who joined before November, 
1920, are known as “founder members.” A 
condition of membership for those joining after 
that date is an annual subscription of not more 
than 20s. For the present, however, the sub- 
scription is 5s. per annum. Nurses move fre- 


quently from one locality to another. Some 
remember to notify the College as soon as there 
is any definite change in their address. If all 
would remember to do this, the College would be 
saved a large amount of expense as well as time 
Many members marry, and this, too, has to be 
entered in the register and elsewhere. The figures 
for one quarter may be of interest :—Changes of 
address, 861; changes of name, 98. Each change 
of name and address has to be entered in four 
different places. This is a very large piece of work. 
Many of these changes have been ascertained after 
extensive enquiries through referees, friends of 
the member, and by advertisement. Sometimes 
as many as six letters are written with the object 
of tracing one member. The College does not like 
to be out of touch with any of them. 

All orders for badges and duplicate badges are 
attended to in this Department. 

When the official journal, “ The Nursing Times,’ 
is sent to each of the 26,000 College members, the 
wrappers are addressed in this Department by 
means of a hand addressograph. As in the case 
of the Register, names and addresses must be 
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THE COLLEGE oF NURSING REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT'S MAP SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF MEMBERS. 
COLLEGE MEMBERS ARE ALSO WORKING IN THE FOLLOWNG ISLANDS :—THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS; THE FALKLAND 
IsLANDS:; St. HELENA: THE AzoRES: BERMUDA; MAURITIUS AND THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. 
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The Work of the College— Contd. 

kept up to date, and the stencils used for this 
purpose altered. It takes two clerks about five 
days to complete the task of addressing the 
wrappers. A little arithmetic will show how 
many they do per day ! 

A separate record is kept of all members abroad, 
and those going overseas are helped by being given 
the names and addresses of members in the locality 
to which they are going, so that they may get into 
conta College members abroad number about 
1.500 

A large map of the world, showing the various 


places where members are stationed, hangs on | 


the wall in the registrar’s office. This is a matter 


of great interest to visitors, especially those home | 


on leave. 


The illustration shows the pins which | 


mark the distribution of College members in the | 


two hemispheres. 

A record is kept of numbers joining from each 
training school, with certain particulars concerning 
each of these hospitals. 


A chart of membership is kept, showing clearly | 


the numbers joining month by month, deaths and 
resignations, with a record of those who have lost 
touch with the College through not notifying 
change of address. 

A hospital chart, giving a complete list of all 
the training schools in each county, with a record 
of any change of name, with affiliations, is kept 
up-to-date. 

The Information Bureau 


Here is a vast store of information from which 
can be obtained all particulars concerning the 
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various nursing services and associations—the 
Naval, Military, Air Force and Prison Nursing 
Services, District Nursing, Bush Nursing, Over- 
seas Nursing Association, Lady Minto’s Nursing 
Service for India—as well as information concern- 
ing housekeeping, domestic science and free mid- 
wifery training for trained nurses. For those 
going abroad, addresses of nursing associations 
and co-operations are often useful. 

The following lists are always in demand :— 
hostels and clubs in London and the provinces; 
registry offices and bureaux; convalescent homes; 
nursing co-operations in London and elsewhere; 
holiday and many other addresses. Advice is 
given to those wishing to take up nursing as a 
career, with a list of hospitals to which application 
for vacancies can be made. 


Accident and Sick Insurance 

From this Department particulars may be 
obtained of the College arrangements for sick in- 
surance covering all accidents and illnesses. The 
Eagle, Star and British Dominions Company, 
through which this is effected, offers exceedingly 
good terms, without medical examination, to all 
College members. 

All nurses not working in hospital or institutions 
should insure against illness. Most of us know how 
expensive it is to be ill, and very few can afford to 
be out of work and to pay heavy doctors’ bills 
without insurance to help them. 

The registrar of the College, Miss E. M. May, 
gives a hearty welcome to all College members to 
visit the Registration Department, so that they may 
know more of their organisation. 


RECEPTION TO INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 


delightful reception given by Dame Sarah Swift 

to welcome the International Students to England 

and the College of Nursing, was held at the Col- 
lege on Oct. 6. Among the distinguished guests present 
ere Lady Oliver, Sir Arthur. Stanley, Miss Gill, 
President of the College of Nursing, Miss Lloyd Still, 
Miss Darbyshire, Miss MacManus, Miss Sparshott, Mrs. 
Carter, Miss Turnbull, and Miss Carden, Lady Super- 
ntendent of the Prison Nursing Service. Dame Maud 
McCarthy, Sir Edward Stewart and Miss Hodgins were 
unavoidably prevented from attending. 

In a happy speech, Sir Arthur Stanley extended a 
very warm welcome to the students on behalf of Dame 
Sarah Swift and the College Council. Dame Sarah 
had been one of the most inspiring influences in the 
work of the British Red Cross, and he knew that her 
happiest moments were those in which the International 
Students were assembled round her at the College of 
Nursing. This year’s work would not, apparently, 
nish their course of study in England, as a plan was 
now maturing for all old Internationals to unite ann- 
ally for a “refresher” course of study, and he would 
inform them that all Internationals in the past had 
leit this country with the firm determination to return 
‘0 it again. The year’s work was invaluable not only 
in bringing countries together but in spreading the 
teaching of Florence Nightingale throughout the world. 

The College Memorial Hall, in which the reception 
was held, looked very beautiful, and after an attractive 
4 arranged by the Cowdray Club, Miss Burvill 
lolmes, District Sister of Guy’s Hospital, contributed 


mae which added considerable pleasure to a delightful 
4ternoon 





} 


A list of this year’s International Students follows :— 


Public Health Students.—Miss Clam-Martinie, Miss 
Sarntheur and Miss Szapary, Austria; Miss Ruby Hamil- 
ton, Canada; Miss Pi-Hui-Chu and Miss Tsai-ho Ying, 
China; Miss Kapsova, Czecho-Slovakia; Miss van Bemme- 
len, Holland; Miss Feroza Dass, India; Miss Bachmann, 
Iceland; Miss Lestan, Latvia; Miss Vogel, Switzerland; 
Miss Ford, U.S.A. 


Hospital Administration Students.—Miss Waltraut Kud- 
lich, Miss Grete Lamberger and Miss Helene Leon, Austria; 
Miss Violet Jones, Miss Ethel Warrington and Miss 
Winifred Watts, Great Britain; Miss Stefania Nutini, 
Italy; Miss Jadwiga Suffczynska, Poland; Miss Brodnick, 
Serbia; Miss Edie, Holland; one student to come, Miss 
De Movellan, Spain. 





EDITH CAVELL STATUE AND AMERICAN 
LEGION 


On the occasion of the visit of the American Legion 
to London Miss M, D. Woodzall, Senior Commander 
of the Jane Delano Post No. 6, of the American 
Legion, Washington, and Miss R. Rothwell, R.N., on 
Friday last week placed a beautiful wreath at the foot 
of the statue of Edith Cavell. There were present at 
the statue :—Miss R. Osborne, C.B.E., R.R.C, (Princi- 
pal Matron, Q.A.I.M.N.S.); Dame Maud McCarthy, 
G.B.E., R.R.C. (representing the College of Nursing); 
Miss Monk, R.R.C. (Matron) and Miss Heffernan (repre- 
senting the London Hospital); Miss Innes, R.R.C,, 
D.N. (Matron, General Infirmary, Leeds), and Miss 
Barnsley (Birmingham). 
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NURSES’ 


Objects : To provide poet. elderly or disabled nurses, fully, 

partially or specially trained, with any form of help con- 

sidered necessary by the committee, and to establish homes 
for such nurses. 





HE Fund has now reached a stage when its position 
must be reviewed, and this was done at a Com- 
mittee meeting held last week. About £720 is 

spent annually in grants, and much more is needed, as we 
have had of late to refuse help; then there are the expenses 
of office, typewriting, stationery, postage, printing and 
telephone; while the Home at Clapham costs about £100 
a year in rates, repairs, income tax, electric light, house- 
keeper and ground rent. Now the grants we must con- 
tinue to pay (as best we can) out of money collected, which 
we hope will increase, but the Home at Clapham is a trust 
for which money must be always available. It was there- 
fore decided to build up an endowment fund of about 
£2,000 for the Home by putting aside half the money 
collected. 

We regret to say that another of our nurses has had to 
leave Lisieux on account of failing health; she is being 
cared for in Miss Harmer’s home. As we give the prefer- 
ence in our Home to the oldest, we must always be pre- 
pared for changes, and we are glad that in the case of this 
old lady we were able to give her many happy months. 
An old lady of 82 has been offered one vacant room, and 
one of 75 the last room available. A sink and water-tap 
ire being fixed on the ground floor for the convenience of 
the two old ladies there. 

An offer from a nurse to bequeath her cottage to the 
Fund was accepted, subject to there being no financial 
liability on the Fund 





FUND FOR NURSES 


Thanks were given to Miss Harmer for caring for several 
of our cases free or at a nominal charge, to the house- 
keeper for her continued kindly services, and to Mrs 
Willman for extra help in visiting cases, mending clothes 
and securing the services of a dentist. 

Help our Endowment Fund, please ! 

Hon. SE 


Donations for Week ending October 11, 1927. 


Matron and Nursing Staff, N. Staffordshire 
Royal Infirmary, Stoke-on-Trent , 

The Matron and Staff, Brownlow Hill In- 
firmary, Liverpool .. . 

C.B., London Hospital, E. Sa 

Mrs. Nockolds, per Miss Copeman ... 

The Nursing Staff, Berks and Bucks Joint 
Sanatorium, Oxon. 

Medical and Nursing Staff, “the Willesden 
Municipal Hospital, Neasden, N.W. _... 


£ 
Total Collected nee os ee 
Total Spent ... ‘9 -. 2145 
Balance in Hand ae yea 155 
Endowment Fund ... one 350 


All subscriptions, letters and applications for collecting 
cards to be addressed : The Hon. Secretary, Nurses’ Fund 
for Nurses, c.o. THE Nursinc Times, St. Martin’s Street, 
London, W.C.2. Cheques and postal orders to be made 
payable to ‘‘ Nurses’ Fund for Nurses.” 





Nurses requiring rest and change will find every 
home comfort in the Private Convalescent and Rest 
Home on the sea-front facing south which has lately 
been opened by a State registered nurse and member 
of the College of Nursing, with special reduced terms 
to nurses for the autumn months, Address :—Nurse- 
in-Charge, 16, Paragon, Ramsgate. 


College of Nursing: East Laneashire Braneh,— Dr- 
r. H. Oliver will lecture at Manchester Royal Infirmary 
at 7 p.m. next Thursday (20th) on Insulin. It is hoped 
that members will make a special effort to attend. 
Received too late for classification.) , 


Southmead Hospital, Bristol._-The second Annual 
Reunion will be held on Saturday, October 29, from 
2.30 p.m. Will former members of the nursing staff who 
intend to be present notify the matron not later than 
October 24? 


St. Luke’s Hospital, Chelsea, will hold its nurses’ 
reunion, prize-giving and harvest festival on Thursday, 
October 20. Tea at 4 p.m.; service in the Chapel at 
8 p.m., followed by the prize-giving. 


University College Hospital Nurses’ League :—The 
innual general meeting will be held at the Trained Nurses’ 
Institute, Huntley Street, on November 12, at 3.15 p.m., 
followed by an At Home. The president and committee 
hope that as many members as possible will be present. 


Miss M. S. RIDDELL, R.R.C. 


In the rush of getting a big number to press last week 
an unfortunate error in the spelling of Miss Riddell’s name 
xccurred, in a Nursing Note and also in the title of the 
photograph on another page. We much regret this 
mistake. The name as printed above is correct. 


Miss Mary McCallum, A.R.R.C., has just retired 
from the matronship of Victoria Hospital, Rothesay, 
Isle of Bute, after 28 years’ devoted service. During 
that time at this pioneer nursing institution in the 
West of Scotland, Miss McCallum has seen its work 
expand until it is now one of the most up-to-date and 
convenient hospitals outside city bounderies. Miss 
McCallum, who trained at the Western Infirmary, 
Glasgow, and did five years’ war service in France, 
at home, and in Germany, was presented by her staff 
with a gift of stainless cutlery at a supper given in her 
honour. 


The Story of Guy’s Hospital.—Miss Sheldon writes that 


the sentence about “‘ huge drab buildings ”’ in her article 
last week should have read “ the homes of many of the 
out-patients are the huge drab model buildings,’’ and that 
these dwellings are in the areas of Bermondsey and 
Southwark in the neighbourhood of the hospital. 





OBITUARY 

Miss Annie Louisa Cox, R.R.C., late matron Q.ALL 
M.N.S., has died at Gilstead. She was trained at Verby- 
shire Roy al Infirmary, and served as night superintendent 
and, later, assistant matron, at Bristol General H spital, 
and as lady superintendent at Hull Royal Infirmary and 
at Monsall Hospital, Manchester. Miss Cox was appointed 
matron Q.A.I.M.N.S. in January, 1904, and served i 
South Africa from 1908 to 1912. She was awarded the 
Royal Red Cross in 1916. On October 1, 1918, she was 
placed on retired pay on account of ill- health. 

Miss Ivy Gertrude Bennett, sister, Q.A.I.M.N.S., wh 
died at the Queen Alexandra Military Hospital, London, of 
October 4, after a short illness, was trained at the Hi spital 
of St. Bartholomew, Rochester. She was a certified 
masseuse, held the C.M.B. certificate, and was appointed 
to Q.A.I.M.N.S. in 1922, being promoted sister in July. 
1926. She had served both at home and with the British 
Army of the Rhine. 
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Endowment Fund.—During the last fortnight there has 
been « welcome renewal of activity among the College 
Branches. The new Branch at Carmarthen has sent a 


cheque for £50, the proceeds of a garden féte, held in the 
grounds of Bryn-ar-y-Mor, Llanelly, by kind permission 
of M Bowen Harries, the local representative. The 


Chestcrfield Branch has contributed £50 and the Swansea 


Branch £30. Nearly £2,000 has been raised through the 
matrons’ appeal to members of the College trained at their 
respec(ive hospitals. Many matrons have expressed their 
pleas at having renewed touch, through this Appeal, 
with iormer members of their staff. 


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
For the coming session the following courses of lectures 
will be held at the College. Except where otherwise stated, 
the fee for each course will be £1 10s. Where indicated 
thus * separate lectures can be taken at a fee of 3s. 


Subject. Opening Number of Lectures 
Date. Hours and Fees. 
*Elementary Economics Oct. 11 (12) 10.45 a.m. 
Tuesdays. 


*Methods of Teaching Oct. 10 (12) 6 p.m.,. Mondays, 
Health 
Dietetics and Cookery Oct.18 (10) 6 p.m., Tuesdays. 
Course £2 2s. 
*Applied Anatomy and 
Physiology Oct.7 (12) 6.30 p.m. Fridays, 
*Communicable Diseases Oct. 12 (10) 6 p.m.,Wednesday 
Course £1 5s. 
*Hygiene of Married Life Nov. 21 (2) 7.45 p.m. 
Mondays. 


Principles of Education 


al Methods’ of 
Teaching January (19) Course £2 2s. 
Hospital and Training 

School Administra- 

u Oct. 13 (20) Lectures and visits 
to different Hos- 
pitals. 2 p.m. and 
4.30 p.m. Thurs- 
days. Course 
£1 11s. 6d. 

*History of Nursing Jan. 18 (10)8 p.m. Wednes- 
days. 
Course £1 Is. 
Maternity and Child Dec.5 (4) 7.45 p.m.,Mondays 


Welfare Course 10s. 
*Sanitary Law and Social Oct. 12 (10) 7.15 p.m., Wed- 


Ad ministration days. Course 
£1 5s. 
Chemistry January Dates to be an- 
Psychology May nounced later. 





Tropical Nursing.—If sufficient applications are re- 
ceil 1 course of twelve lectures will be given during 
the ter. 

Bacteriology, Advaneed Physiology and Advanced 
\natomy.—It would be of great assistance if those who 





desii urses of instruction in these subjects would 
comn cate with the Education Officer. Attention is 
drawn to the fact that bacteriology, anatomy and physio- 
logy are contained in Part A of the syllabus of the Diploma 
in N ng, University of London, and it is proposed to 
arrange a course of lectures during the session, should a 
sufficient number of applications be received, primarily 
with a view to preparing candidates for the Diploma in 
Nursing Examination. 

Heliotherapy. The College is endeavouring to arrange 
a short course combining practical and theoretical work. 
It w | be helpful if nurses who are contemplating taking 
such course would communicate with the Education 
Officer (College of Nursing, la, Henrietta Street, Cavendish 


Square, London, W.1) who will supply further particulars 
of any of the lectures and courses announced above. 


COLLEGE OF NURSING ANNOUNCEMENTS 


| 


| 


PUBLIC HEALTH SECTION 


Important Notice.—A general meeting will be held at 
the College of Nursing on Saturday, October 29, at 2.30 
p-m., in order that full discussion may take place on 
the position of the Section in relation to the proposed 
revision of the constitution of Branches and sub-Branches 
and on the question of direct representation on the 
Council. As this is of great importance, members are 
asked to make every effort to attend, and to note that 
no other notice will be sent to them. 


Post-Graduate Week, Spring, 1928.—A questionnaire 
has been sent to every member and to every M.O.H, 
asking for votes on the subjects they wish to be included 
in the syllabus. Members are urgently requested to fill 
this in, and to return it to Miss Viney, College of Nursing, 
la, Henrietta Street, London, W.1, before October 20; 
also to make arrangements, as early as possible, to attend 
the Post-Graduate Week. 

Tickets : College members, 10s.; non-College members, 
15s.; Single lectures, 2s.; Intensive courses, each, 3s. 
Arrangements have been made for lectures on public 
health and medical subjects by distinguished lecturers; 
conferences by the nurses on subjects of interest to the 
public health nursing service; debates on international 
subjects; demonstrations; visits to places of interest, 


Intensive Study Week (in connection with the above) :— 
To prepare “ existing ’’ health visitors for the Ministry of 
Health Certificate. College members, £1 Is.; non- 
members, £1 5s. 

Nurses wishing to attend one or both of the weeks 
should write for further particulars and make their 
arrangements early, and notify Miss Viney, (as above). 


LOCAL BRANCHES 


The Local Branches Secretary will be in the following 
places on the dates specified, during the autumn :—Oct. 18 
to 22, Cardiff; 25 to 28, Worcester and Hereford; Nov. 1 
to 7, Cambridge and surrounding area; 8 to 12, Essex, 
Harwich and Colchester; 15 to 19, Southampton and sur- 
rounding area. She welcomes most warmly requests to 
start Branches and sub-Branches in any part of the 
country. Application should be made to-her by letter, 
when full advice and assistance will be given. It is hoped 
that many College members will be able to attend the 
meetings held in various parts of the country and that 
during the coming winter and spring the number of local 
organisations will be raised toover one hundred. Notices 
of meetings will appear weekly in “‘ The Nursing Times.’’ 

IMPORTANT MEETING: A REMINDER. 


All College members are reminded of the meeting to be 
held at the College on October 20, at 8 p.m., to consider 
the recommended list of candidates whom all State- 
registered nurses are asked to support for the General 
Nursing Council election which will take place in Decem- 
ber. (See announcement in last week’s issue.) 





A Compendium of Aids to Home Nursing. By N. Corbet 
Fletcher, M.B., M.R.C.S. 3rd Edition. (Bale, Sons, 
& Danielsson ; Is.) 

Tuts small book has been written, as the author says, 
to emphasise the outstanding teachings of the text-book 
and systematise the subject dealt with. The form in 
which the subject-matter has been dealt with is clear and 
concise, and should be helpful not only to those called 
upon to care for the sick in the absence of a trained nurse, 
but to trained nurses preparing lectures on this subject 
for a lay audience. The tabular form adopted is very 
helpful, and obviates the necessity of searching for the 
salient points of the subject treated. There is a brief but 
helpful chapter on the vital functions of the body, an 
understanding of which is indispensable to intelligent 
nursing. Other chapters deal with ventilation, diet, 
infection, nursing duties, local remedies, observation, 
children and bandaging. 
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COLLEGE OF NURSING 
BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS 


Reports intended for insertion in the current issue must reach 
the Editor, “‘ The Nursing Times,’’ c.o. 
St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2, by Monday <= 7 
corrections or additions received later than Tuesday fi 
be guaranteed. Owing to pressure on space it is requested 
reports should be as brief as possible. 

Cardiff Braneh 

Miss Griffin, Royal Infirmary, Cardiff. 

Tuesday, Oct. 18 :—Executive meeting at the Nurses’ 
Club (7.30 p.m.) to welcome Miss Viney. Wednesday, 
Oct. 19 :—Meetings at Girls’ High School, Cardiff (4 p.m.) 
and at the Royal Gwent Hospital, Newport (7.30 p.m.). 
Thursday, Oct. 20:—Meeting at Merthyr General 
Hospital, 3p.m. (representatives from Aberdare and 
Mountain Ash and hospitals in the Rhondda Valley near 
Merthyr are asked to attend.) Meeting of Student Nurses 
at Merthyr Infirmary (7p.m.). Friday, Oct. 21 :— 
Meeting of Student Nurses at Cardiff Royal Infirmary 
(3 p.m.). General meeting of College members and all 
interested at the Cardiff Nurses’ Club, 23, Cathedral Road 
(7.30 p.m.). Saturday, Oct. 22 :—Meeting at City Hall 
(12 noon) for health visitors and school nurses. Motor 
drive in the afternoon ; tea at the Nurses’ Club. 

Members will receive detailed information of meetings 


by post. 


Hon Se 


Chesterfield Braneh 
Mrs. C. Frost, Police Station, Whittington 
Moor. 

The Branch recommends to other Branches that all 
their surplus money at the end of each six months shall 
be paid into the Endowment Fund and that if possible 
they should raise a minimum sum of £50 per annum, until 
that fund is completed. This Branch resolved to send 
£50 forthwith. [This sum has been received at Head- 
quarters and was referred to in last week’s ‘‘ Nursing 
Times.’’—Ep.]} 


Hon, Sec 


Cirencester Sub-Braneh 

Hon. Sec. : Miss Edith Wake, A.R.R.C., 2, King Street. 

At a meeting held at the Memorial Hospital to form a 
sub-Branch of the Cheltenham and Gloucester Branch, 
it was decided that future meetings should be held on the 
first Monday in each month at 3 p.m. 

Exeter Branch 

Hon. Sec. : Miss C. Heywood, 35, Powderham Crescent. 

A members’ meeting will be held at the Royal Devon 
and Exeter Hospital this Friday (14) at 3 p.m., to discuss 
a pension scheme for nurses. Tea at 4 p.m., 6d. 

Glasgow Branch 
Mrs. Reid, Superintendent’s House, 
County Hospital, Motherwell. 

The winter session opens with an At Home at Stobhill 

Hospital this Saturday (15) at 3 p.m. Tea and music. 
Hull Branch 

Hon. Sec Miss Wilcock, 13, Dundee Street. 

\ members’ meeting will be held in the Board Room 
of the Royal Infirmary on Thursday, October 27, at 
8 p.m., when Dr. J. S. Anderson, Medical Superintendent 
of the Hull City Mental Hospital, will give an address 
on the Treatment by Malaria of General Paralysis. The 


Hon. Se 


post can 
that 


treasurer will be glad to receive subscriptions, many of | 


which have not been paid for the current year. 
London Branch 
Se Miss Bompas, la, Henrietta Street, Cavendish 
Square, W.1. 

Dr. Alex. Erskine, lecturing on October 6 on “ The 
sub-conscious mind and its connection with therapeutics,” 
said that the success of psychic therapeutics, in which 
nurses played a great part, depended on the nursing 
sister both in its physiological and its psychological aspect. 
Handling the mind of the patient by gaining confidence 
was essential to recovery. Suggestion played an heroic 
part; the fidelity and deportment of the sister were of 
the utmost importance. Faith cures, or cures by faith 
(trusting without doubting) were as old as the hills, but 
the essential element was not the personality of the healer 
but faith on the part of the patient. Dr. Erskine gave a 
number of instances to prove his contention; he was 
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Lendon Branch— Conid. 

speaking medically, he explained, though not according 
to text-book instruction. He had been amazed, he said, 
in the last thirty years, by the instant response to sug. 
gestion, even in cases of spastic paraplegia, total blindness 
and advanced rheumatoid arthritis, without recourse to 
drugs. 

Faney Dress Dance.—This will be held on Saturday 
October 29, at the College of Nursing, 8 to 12 p.m. Tickets 
Branch members 4s.; non-members 5s., including refresh- 
ments. T. Myddleton’s “‘ Elite Orchestra ’”’ will provide 
the music. 

Swimming Club.—-The handbook of instructions issued 
by the Royal Life Saving Society, containing a great 
deal of useful information as well as details of various 
forms of swimming (ls.) may be obtained from the hon. 
sec., 27, Lennox Gardens, S.W.1, by sending stamped 
addressed envelope. It has been decided to have only 
two club days during the winter months—Monday, 3 p.m., 
Tuesday, 6 p.m., beginning this week. 

Stockton-on-Tees Sub-Branch 
Hon. Sec.: Miss D. Jenkins, Ropner Park. 

The next monthly meeting is next Friday (21) at 
Barrington House, at 7.30 p.m., when Dr. Grace Dundas 
will lecture on “‘ Weights of Children under five and their 
significance.’’ All nurses are invited. 

The September meeting at the Stockton Hospital was 
well attended, and all present very much enjoyed the 
musical programme by some of the hospital staff, a 
short talk on the Geneva Conference by Miss A. Wetherell 
and the chief plum of the evening, a talk on “ Noses” by 
Mr. Cohen, a local solicitor, whose clever drawings in 
black and white were eagerly sought for at the conclusion 
of the evening. 

Southampton Branch 
Hon. Sec. : Miss Grist, 16, Highfield Close, Brookwall 
Road. 

A lecture on Tonsils and Adenoids will be given by 
Dr. Norman McKeith at University College on Friday, 
October 21, at 8 p.m. Members and student nurses, 6d.; 
non-members, Is. A Whist and Bridge Drive will be held 
at the Royal South Hants. Hospital on Friday, October 
28, at 7p.m. Tickets (2s.) may be obtained from the 
secretary. 

Whitley Bay Sub-Branch 

Hon. Sec.: Miss Chilton, 22, Princes Gardens Monk- 

seaton. 

A lecture on “ Infant Nutrition’ will be given by 
Mr. Hemmings at Preston Hospital on Tuesday, October 
18 (7 p.m.). 


IMPORTANT.—AIl Nurses wishing to join the College 


' of Nursing, whose names are ot on the General Part of 


the State Register for England and Wales, must do s¢ 
before March 31, 1928. Present requirements are: 
a three years’ certificate of general training from a0 
approved training school; good character, For application 
forms write to the Secretary, College of Nursing, 14, 
Henrietta Street, London, W.1. 





Student Nurses’ Association.—In last week's issue the 
report of ‘“ Leeds Unit” should have been headed 
‘‘ Hospital for Women and Children, Leeds Unit.”’ 


The International Council of Nurses has removed its 
headquarters from 1, Place du Lac, Geneva, to 14, 
Quai des Eaux-Vives, Geneva. 





The National Union of Societies for Equal 
Citizenship recalls that as long ago as 1922 it received 
a letter from the late Mr. Bonar Law on the question 
of giving the vote to women at 21, in which he said : 
“I have been a consistent supporter of womens 
suffage, and even at the time the Fanchisc Bil 
of 1918 was passed, I felt that the discrimination ® 
age between men and women could not be permanent. 
I think so still.” 
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PARAFFIN 
MEDICATION. 


ANENT & PALATABLE. oo —— , 
sents, CRISTOLAX” is a new, improved and en- 
For INFANTS CHILDREN, ES tirely satisfactory method of administrating liquid 
/NVALIOS and the AGEO tle, | . a" . ° 
ty paraffin, eliminating the disadvantages of the un- 


CRISTOL F combined oil, and adding to the efficacy of the treat- 
Oe \ ment. It ensures natural and easy movement of the 
a eres - bowels and lubricates the whole digestive tract, en- 


abling it to recover its normal tone, and thus obviating 
the disturbing after effects which follow the use of 


VWW/AUSEDIE:RI . 
AAI ordinary aperients. 
CORTIRIAICSTS 
(CRYSTALLINE ) 
ry OF SPECIAL VALUE FOR 


maps INFANTS, CHILDREN & INVALIDS. 
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FORMERLY KNOWN AS “WANDER” MALT EXTRACT WITH 
PARAFFIN “CRISTOLAX"” CONTAINS 50 PER CENT. LIQUID 
PARAFFIN AND 50 PER CENT. “ WANDER" MALT EXTRACT. 
PRESENTED IN THE FORM OF GRANULAR CRYSTALS. 


Extremely pleasant to taste, it mixes freely with milk or water, without 

The highly nutritive, digestive and milk-modifying 

properties of the “ Wander” Malt Extract are retained unimpaired, thus 
making the preparation a valuable addition to infant feeds. 


separation of the oil. 


It mixes thoroughly with the intestinal content, preventing formation 
of Scybala, and does not cause over lubrication. ‘When added to 
cow's milk “ Cristolax” prevents the formation of indigestible curds, 
and supplies the deficiency of carbohydrate. It can be ad- 
ministered to infants in the usual bottle feeds. 


**Cristolax"’ is in daily use in many Infant Welfare Centres and Hospitals. 


The makers will be pleased to send to a qualified 
nurse a sufficient quantity for trial in amy case 
she has under her charge. 


A. WANDER, LTD., 
184, Queen's Gate, 
London, S.W.7, 
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HBTS ORIGS OLIGO, 


In spite 


of the claims 
made for other 
Infant Foods 


in that they are the next best 
diets to mother’s milk the pro- 
prietors of Humanised Trufood 
can openly state that there is not 
another food available to-day 
which so closely resembles Nature’s 
recipe as Humanised Trufood does. 
This is no mere claim. It is a 
fact which can be definitely sud- 
stantiated by every test known to 
medical science. 


Samples and literature 
on request. 


HUMANISED 


TRUFOOL 


“Nearest toMothers Milk 





Of Chemists only, 2/9 & 4/9 


TRUFOOD LIMITED, The Creameries 
Wrenbury, Nr. Nantwich, Cheshire. 


Cut out this advertisement, pin 


your name and address to it post 
to us, and we will send you a 1/3 
packet of Aspro Tablets free, 
You can then prove how pain. 
alleviating Aspro is; how it 
NURSES brings sleep to the sleepless, 
relieves rheumatism in one sight, 
banishes nerve pains, neuralgia, 
toothache, headaches, etc., in 
bY from five to ten minutes 
ASPRO does not harm the heart. 


pro consists of the purest "Acetyl Salicylic Acid that has ever been 
= to Medical_Science, and tts claims are based on superiority 
ne 


Write to the Agents: GOLLIN & CO. PTY. LTD. 
(Aspro Dept.) Slough, Bucks. Telephone; Slough 608 


No proprietary right is claimed in the formula or method of manufacture, 
If you have received one packet of ASP KO free do not write for another, 


| Surgically Clean rg 


Nurses should use Germicidal Soap 
(P., D. & Co.) for their hands. This 
soap is ‘thirty times more powerful as a 
disinfectant than pure carbolic 
acid, aad yet it can be used 


regularly for the toilet; and it — hen 
has many other uses too. hie 


Germicidal’ 


|’ ( Parke, Davis & Co? 





> Ale CHEMISTS 
iL 











Yeast is Life! 


Yeast -Vite 


Irving’s Yeast-Vite Tablets 
The new ard o-derful Yeast-Vitamin treatment for Fevers, Anae ia, 
—, Liver, Skin Elemishes and all minor blood diseas«s, Constipation, 
G Headache, Neuralgia, Disordered Stomach, ete. 
Whee cut of sorts. fatigued or depressed, take one or two tablets and feel 
fresh and exhilarated in a few minutes. 
Contain no harmful ~~, be Quicker, and more Powerful 
Aspirin. 
We supply the treatment on ‘ Physicians, Nurses, Hospitals and 
Clinics; also patients who cannot afford to pay 


1/3, 3/-, and 5/-, of all chemists. 
Send for free box and descriptive treatise. 
Irving's YHAST-VITE. Laboratories, 
Cecil House, Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C.1. 


— 














Change of Ad‘ress 





“NURSING TIMES” 
TRADE ADVERTISEMENT 
DEPARTMENT 


VAN, ALF XANDER & CO., 


21, BUCKINGHAM STREET, 
LONDON WC.2 


Telephone :-—Chancery 8022 
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STUDENT NURSES’ ASSOCIATION— Continued 


erpool, City Isolation Hospital, Fazakerley, Unit 


Hon. Sec.: Miss E. Grunnah. 
g the summer holidays the social life of the Unit 
interrupted, but members have been visiting the 
ng baths, and hope to have a series of dances and 
form a library this season. 
Liverpool, Royal Infirmary Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss J. Duthie. 
ning on July 1, this Unit has had a_ successful 
On July 23 a tennis tournament took place 
the members of the S.N.A. and the College 
s; a small charge was made for competitors’ fees 
Great enthusiasm was shown by both parties, 
lent Nurses winning (6—4, 4—6, 6—1). On 


ber 14 a number of nurses and the Home Sister 


most interesting visit to Messrs. Lever Brothers’ 
nlight soap factory, and were afterwards very 
Matron, who hoped to accom- 
party, was unable to be present. On account of 
ther no picnic has taken place, but the nurses 
ent a great deal of their spare time at the swim- 
iths and a members’ swimming competition is 
| for next year. Members are now keenly looking 
to the series of lectures arranged by Matron, 
president. 
London, Greenwich and Deptford Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss G. Fry. 
nursing staff’s tennis tournament Nurses Mawer 
were the finalists, Nurse Mawer winning. 
\ston represented the Unit at the Birmingham 
ce. A tennis challenge from the Bermondsey 
therhithe Hospital unfortunately had to be 
A sale of work was 
October 11 for the entertainment funds. 
London, Lewisham Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec. : Miss Castle. 
successful sale of work and bazaar, which 
over £57 for the funds, ended last session. A 
tative of the Unit attended the Birmingham 
e. Among early events proposed for the new 
3 a social evening, the first of a number. The 
tic class is to reopen, and arrangements are to be 


for several interesting lectures. 


London, Middlesex Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec. : Miss N. Moulds. 
1 in 1926, this Unit has a membership of 78. It 
ded some months ago, with the approval of the 
es, that the S.N.A. should adopt the Sports Club. 
esult of a referendum taken at the unanimous 
{thenursing staff, subscriptions (2s. 6d. quarterly) 
deducted from salaries, thus saving much time 
ible. Nurse Dickens, who represented the Unit 
Birmingham Conference, brought back a most 
account of the wonderful work shown at the 
n and of the reports and progress of other Units. 
London, North Middlesex Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss A. Pinner. 
‘ the summer session the swimming and tennis 
were reorganised, The Secretary and one other 
tative attended the Birmingham Conference. 
of student nurses visited the Glaxo Works 
12) and the College of Nursing (August 30). 
ng circle reopened on September 17, and on 
26 Miss M. Dempster (sister-in-charge at 
Hospital, India) gave a lecture on her work. 
London, Paddington Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss M. Evans. 
t holidays have affected the activities of the 
members hope to accomplish a great deal during 
tr. During the past season many places of 
ive been visited, including the College of Nursing 
ters and Messrs. Burroughs Wellcome’s. A social 
nd jumble sale were successful in raising funds 
ve enabled the Unit to purchase diagrams and 
r the new classroom. It is proposed to arrange 
nge of ideas and hospitality with other Units 
ear future. 


London, Whipps Cross Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss M. L. Tottem. 

Student Nurses of this Unit would be very glad to 
exchange magazines with other hospitals publishing 
similar journals. The matron (Miss Clarke) has very 
kindly given the nurses a committee-room of their own, 
where they can transact any business of the Unit. The 
Swimming Club held its annual gala on September 29. 

Manchester, Crumpsall Infirmary Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss D. Hill. 

This Unit has a membership of 104 and a monthly sub- 
scription of Ils. Between July and September picnics 
were held and two especially, Alderley Edge and Heaton 
Park, were very much enjoyed. On July 31 a most inter- 
esting visit was paid to the Manchester Babies’ Hospital, 
the matron kindly conducting the party and explaining 
methods of treatment. Members of the trained staff have 
been invited to various social evenings, with music, games 
and dancing. Weekly sewing classes have been arranged 
for the winter evenings, and help is given in cutting-out 
and fixing. On the opening night a reading, given by 
Matron, was greatly appreciated. 

Manchester, Withington Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss W. Peto. 

This Unit is just forming and its delegates’ visit to the 
Birmingham Conference was its first activity. One of 
the results was a garden party given by the students at 
Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport, when members who 
attended had a very enjoyable time, returning with more 
enthusiasm and some helpful ideas. The Unit has eight 
new members, making 29 in all, and is very busy raising 
funds, so that it can engage in activities even as others. 
It hopes to have much more to report soon. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne, Royal Victoria Infirmary Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss E. Anderson. 

At the Birmingham Annual Conference the Unit was 
represented by Nurse Robinson, who gave a glowing 
account of the activities of other Units and of the enjoy 
able time she had spent. On September 7 a dance was 
held, with prizes for the best and most original costumes, 
and £3 10s. 6d. was raised for the British Hospital in 
Hanchow. Some successful and happy musical evenings 
and whist-drives have been held. The autumn pro 
gramme includes whist drives, musical evenings, debates 
and lectures 


Neweastle-on-Tyne, Wingrove Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec. : Miss 1. Coates. 

Owing to a change of secretaries, gatherings have not 
been many. All are very sorry to lose Miss Birkett, who 
did so much to make the Unit a going concern. She has 
completed her training and become a member of the 
College. The Unit hopes to enrol many new members 
during the winter. 


Norfolk and Norwich Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss R. F. Hall. 

With thirty members, this Unit was formed last May 
after a visit from Miss Sheriff-MacGregor, and its numbers 
are still growing. Matron (Mrs. E. O. Jackson) is 
president. During the summer cycle runs and picnics 
have been held and various places of interest visited, in- 
cluding the Norwich Museum (twice). On September 8 
a visit was paid to J. and J. Colman’s works at Carrow, 
when the processes of making mustard and ‘“ Almata ”’ 
baby food were observed. After being taken through all 
departments members were entertained in a delightful 
tea-room belonging to the works. On September 30 
a photographic competition was held and a visit was 
received from members of the Unit at Addenbrooke's 
Hospital, Cambridge. 

Northampton, General Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss R. M. Campion 

A number of student nurses competed in a swimming gala 
held in the Midsummer Meadow Open Air Baths, with such 
amusing items as a uniform race, a cork competition, an 
egg-and-spoon race and a fancy dress parade. A hospital 
tennis tournament was arranged, but owing to bad 
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Weather the finals have not been played off. A social 
evening is to be held fortnightly, and Sister Courtenay 
president) has kindly offered to organise a_ choral 
society 
Plymouth, Green Bank Infirmary Unit 
n. Se Miss C. A. Whelan 


In the summer a swimming club was formed, anda 

stume and season-ticket obtained for each. member 
from the funds I'wo very pleasant outings to Cawsands 
took place last month 

Shrewsbury, Royal Salop Infirmary Unit 
Hon. Se Miss D. Wagg 

Early in July, at the annual sewing competition, the 
Sister’s prize, a case of silver teaspoons, was won by 
Sister Mackintosh; the Staff-Nurses’ prize, a very beautiful 
handbag given by Matron, by Nurse Bennett; the Second- 
Year Nurses’ prize, a set of folding coathangers, by 
Nurse Wagg, and the First-Year prize, a morning tea set 
ind tray, by Nurse Edleston All the nurses, 
n two separate parties, enjoyed a picnic to the Wrekin, 
near Wellington, arriving by charabancand then climbing 
the hill. The weather on both days was really fine and 
many good snapshots were taken Models of a heart 
ind eye, made by Nurse Bennett, were sent to the Con- 
ference at Geneva, where they were much admired. This 
season is to be a very active one 


Stockport, Stepping Hill Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss B. E. Rigby. 


On August 20, although arrangements for a garden 
party were spoilt by the weather, an enjoyable time was 
spent indoors, with dancing and entertainments. Two 
tennis tournaments were held during the season, and an 
American tea takes place in November! One or two 
dances and several lectures have been planned for the 
winter months 

Watford, Peace Memorial Hospital Unit 
Hon. Sec.: Miss C. Jobbins 


his Unit was enthusiastically begun on May 24 last, 
after a visit from Miss Sheriff-MacGregor. The com- 


mittee consists of seven members and the Unit of 24 
members. Various successful entertainments have taken 
place, including dances, a picnic and whist drives, but the 
summer outdoor sports have had to be postponed until 
next year, owing to bad weather. Two members who 
went to Birmingham in July found it most interesting 
and gained many fresh ideas. The Unit looks forward 
to demonstrations and lantern lectures in the winter 
months, and hopes to get in touch with other Units 
before long 





TEAM WORK 


\ll members of the Student Nurses’ Unit will, we 
know, appreciate the words of Air Vice-Marshal 
Scarlett when referring to the winning of the 
Scheider Cup by Flight-Lieutenant Webster. He says: 
“ We trained as a team, we went out as a team, and we 
bring back the cup as a team.” 

That is the Air Force point of view, and is the 
spirit which has won for the Englishman the title of 
sportsman ” ! 





THE POOR SECRETARY (OF ANYTHING!) 

If she writes a letter, it is too long; if she sends a post- 
card, it is too short! 

If she goes to a committee meeting, she’s butting in 
but if she stays away, she’s a shirker ! 

If the crowd is “slim”: at a meeting, it is her fault 
for not whipping up others; but if she does she’s a pest! 

If she duns for dues, she’s insulting; if she does not 
then she is counted lazy ! 

If a meeting is a howling success, the entertainment 
committee is praised; if it’s a failure the secretary is 
blamed ! 

If she asks for suggestions, she’s incompetent; if she 
does not, she’s bull-headed ! 

—From Whipps Cross Student Nurses’ Journal 
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By courtesy of the “ Sheffield Telegrap?.”’ 


PRIZE-WINNING AND HIGHLY COMMENDED EXHIBITS SENT BY COLLEGE OF NURSING MEMBERS, 


SHEFFIELD Royat Hospital 


ro THE COLLEGE OF NursING ANNUAL MEETING AT BrRMINGHAM (JULy, 1927) 
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is that it hangs in folds of such silky 

softness, most becoming to the wearer, 
Ladies’ Lingerie, Dresses, Blouses, Jumpers, 
etc, in  TRICOLINE”’’ wear splendidly 
and are exqu sitely fine and_ soft. 


15, 1927. THE sath dh nn TIMES a 


“ TRICOLINE" onthe selvedge. Genuine 


alo 3 LR rer me ile OU cannot do better than call, or write to, 
“TRICOLINE” can be obtained by the fixe Harrods Nurses’ Department, where the choice 
yard and in garments ready-to-wear, from 7 e ° . . ; * 
leading Drapers throughout the country. If § of garments is wide, quality is good and satisfaction 
any difficulty, please write the Manufac- § is sure ! 

tnrers, 35 Trico'ine House i 19, Watling sae Ay . 


Street, London E.C aiLin’ ‘ xy 
A BRITISH PRODUCTION. Write fer Harrods Neu 
BUY ONLY BRITISH GOODS. ae Nurses’ Leaflet, sent free 


A‘en happy feature of *“ TRICOLINE”’ 


=< 


My 


PN 


by Ss 


on request, 




















THE COMPLETE TEXT-BOOK 
FOR STATE EX4MINATIONS 


PRACTICAL NURSING 
By CUFF and PUGH 10/6 net 


New and Entareed Edition now ready 


all the questions set at the written examinations of the 
for the Certificates of General Nursing. Will be found 
ensable by ALL CANDIDATES FOR THE STATE 
XAMINATIONS, as well as by every member of the Nursing 
ion who desires to keep in touch with modern methods of 
nt, 

FOR A PROSPECTUS CONTAINING SAMPLE 

5 and you will realise that this book is indispensable. 























P ch Ses 
Obtainable from all Booksellers, and published by cate te: 


WM. BLACKWOOD & SONS LTD., E:inburgh & London hy a 
mS 


Great 
, Britain 
A TALK ABOUT YoU? ENGLISH AF ‘ 

YOU feel the need of a correct, grammatical style of speaking oe da ? Uniform a = ‘ H i | | mount ’ Good 
u come into contact with others of superior education ? Alpaca, ~ ined . quality 
ible with bad English is that it always “‘ lets you down” throughout. Very smartly : ut Alpaca Dress, in neat coat-frock 
mu simply MUST appear at your best. 3 arn "C = =— = agp style. Well-cut, hard-wearing, and 
mportance of perfect English is dealt with skilfully in our Black we , gf , oy y is very smart. Detachable collar 
klet. Send for it to-day ! W.30. - ; 30/- — cuffs in White Drill. Colours : 

THE PREMIER INSTITUTE, Dept. 32, Ee vies Navy, B'ack, Grey, Purple, Saxe 
TODMORDEN, LANCS. * SICILIAN’ Uniform Dress (not ond Brown Lengths 43 30/- 
ee illusiy «ted) made in Harrod’s and 45 
——— own workrooms, with personal 
attention and fitting. 4 Gns. Also in Duro Cloth, in Mauve, 


TREATMENT OF THE SKIN. Patterns and styles sent post free Grey, Green and mane 21/- 


on application. Made to measure 2/6 extra. 


MISs ARDEN TRUMAN, a Trained Nurse, specialises in 
Electroly or the removal of all skin blemishes (including superfluous 
hairs, moles, birthmarks, warts and red veins). 
Medical References Special Terms for Nurses. 
Miss Truman now attends on the first Saturday of the month at Queen's 
Hetel, Birmingham. 


| Comin? *%.{2 5:90 pam. 100, Great Portland St, London, W1- | Harrods Ltd London SW1 
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IODINE OINTMENT 


lodex is excellent in burns 
and __scalds, 







NON-STAINING SELF ED 
NON-IRRITATING FROM 


D6 


bce) 8 ‘6 


cuts and Sena a 
wounds, and other 
inflammatory 


conditions 
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PER WEEK 
INCLUSIVE 






THE UNITED WOMEN’S HOMES ASSOCIATION. Lti 







A home of your own without 
the responsibility of buying. 
Hundreds of tenants already 
accommodated. 


postcard for full particulars and enter your nam 
on the wailing list to-dav. 


Alban Gordon, B.Sc., Man. Director, 
141 (1st Floor), Oxford St., London. W 


FLATS 


FoR LE Thi NG 






















THE “ VICTORIA.” 


Smart Uniform Coat, 
Double-breasted 
front, with half-belt 
across back for mufti 
wear if required 
Supplied in Gabar- 
dine, Cravenette, 
Melton Cloth and 
Coating Serge. 


73/6 to 94/6. 
Half-lined, 10/- extra 


Selections 
On Approval. 


PICTTO 
FOR NEW S 
State Registered Uniform 


OFFICIAL CONTRACTORS. 





























q NoJ3510. 
° 
° Natural 
_ Red Fox 
Animal Tie. 
Price} 
[ 5} Gns.* 
_— 
“AMHURST.”’ THE ‘“ COUNTY.” 
: , A new Coat Frock Uni- 
Coe Ee Repp. ffm, Dress. | Belted all 
Half-lined Crepe de- sound. Guggties te — 
Chine. In Sahara eet eat — 
Fawn, Putty, Beaver, 6 48 Price 1 6/11 
Cocoa, Rose, Navy Price OS.,1 7/11. 
a and Black. Made to measure, 


Price 4 Gns.¥ Price 19/11. 


DEPARTMENTS 


COSTUMES, MANTLES, ROBES, FOOTWEAR, FURS, NURSES’ OUTFITS, FURNITURE, 
CARPETS, LINOLEUMS, BABY CARS, SEWING MACHINES, MANGLES, TENNIS 
RACQUETS, GOLF CLUBS, CAMERAS, LEATHER GOODS, ELECTRO-PLATE, SILVER 


GOODS, JEWELLERY, WATCHES, CLOCKS. 
; CENTRE-SECOND 


SOLE PROPRIETORS OF THE NURSES’ 
WRISTLET WATCHES IN SILVER AND GOLD CASES. 





EASON'S 


ON REQUEST. 
MONTHLY ACCOUNT 10/- DEFOSIT 10/- MONTHLY 


gt 
WEA 


CATALOGUE 






































TH “IVY 
BRIDGE” 
Smart Velour 
Coat. Silver 
:Coney Collar 
‘and Cuffs anc 
nicely |ined to 
the waist. 
Ready to wear. 
In awn, 
Rose, Beige, 
THE NEW Claret, Choco 
“ STORM late, N ivy and 
CAP.” Black. Sizes: 
In proofed Serge or per s.W., W., OS. 
Navy or Black. Usual price 8/6. Price 5 Gt. 


Our price 6/11. Postage 6d. 


(Desk 30) 26-57 Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4 
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ROYAL INFIRMARY 
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ry Training School will learn many duties. 


iCE HENRY visited the Potteries on October 1, 
ind among many other engagements opened 
extensions at the North Staffordshire Royal 
iry, Stoke-on-Trent. The foundation-stone had 
id by the King in June, 1925. ; 

1 the Royal party arrived, presentations were 
including the matron, Miss MacMaster, R.R.C. 
nee opened the door with a gold key, and passed 
1 two rows of nurses standing smartly at attention 
ng lines of red-coated convalescents. In the new 
department, which he named “the Twyford 
il,"’ he consented to have his right hand X-rayed, 


1. Bromley afterwards did’ a smart business in 
ng right hands for the benefit of the building fund. 


ening ceremony then took place in one of the new 
The National Anthem was sung, and a prayer 
ered by the Bishop of Lichfield. The President 
short address, to which the Prince replied. He 
ispected the new block and named the Henry 
1 and Matilda H. Burgess wards. ; 
Prince proceeded to the new wing of the nurses’ 
vhere he was met on the threshold by Miss Mac- 
and passed on to the beautiful new hall, to which 
ented to give his name. 
hospital claims that this is ‘“‘ the most beautiful 
ny nurses possess."” It has three great windows, 
out to the hills over a stretch of open country, 
to serve as a recreation-room on occasion and at 
mes as a silence room, furnished with deep leather 
nd commodious writing tables, where the nurses 
Adjoining it is the pro- 
rs’ sitting-room. Next comes the new class-room, 
vith delightful models for bandaging, so arranged 
kets that they may be fixed at any angle. On 
le of the lecture platform is the harmless “‘ skeleton 
rd.” Off the class-room opens the testing room, 
irine tests will be made and student nurses of the Pre- 
Beyond 
s-room is the cookery kitchen, which so charmed all 


men visitors that some asked if their daughters | 


1ot come there to learn to cook! In the new wing 


lightful little sitting-rooms for sisters, and above 


equally charming bedrooms with roomy cupboard 
bes. “Old” nurses revisiting their hospital 
aloud that they were beginning over again. 

the ceremony Miss MacMaster entertained “‘ old "’ 
ind friends to tea in the board-room, where a 


rful cake, the hospital speciality, was in evidence. 


HOSPITAL SWIMMING CLUB 


:1LES’ Hospital held its second annual swimming 
gala at Camberwell Public Baths on September 29. 
The appreciative audience of guests, matrons, 

nurses and friends included the Mayor and 


ress of Camberwell; Mr. Campbell, M.P. for Cam- 


Miss Wamsley and Mr. Roundell (Ministry of 
Miss Jones, R.R.C. (President), matron, 


siles’ Hospital; Dr. Masterman, medical superinten- 


Mayor 
The 
the cl 


secon 


2, Nurse 


iour } 
Mary 
given 
Yards 


cup pr 
1, Nur 


Tace | 


and Mr 


Beam 
preser 


Councillor A. Pearman, chairman of the Hospital 


ttee, who acted as check starter; and the Rev. E. 
hospital chaplain. The gala was opened by the 


first event was a two widths beginners’ race for 
ulenge cup presented by Mr. A. H. Roe, and a 
prize by the Matron. 1, Nurse Heasman; 
Gulliver. Inter-Hospital Team Race (160 yards 
i.team, each nurse to swim one length) : 1, Queen 
Hospital; 2, St. Bartholomew's. The prizes were 
y the Mayor and Mrs. and Miss Pearman. Forty 
Novices’ breast-stroke handicap (for the challenge 
sented by Mr. Giles and Mr. F. Harman's prize) : 
ec Hiscock; 2, Nurse Cox. Eighty yards handicap 
1 Councillor and Mrs. Pearman’s challenge cup 

Campbell’s prize): 1, Nurse Bolton; 2, Nurse 
n. Club diving competition for the challenge cup 
ed by Councillor and Mrs. Eaton and Sister Pullin’s 





| changing of sheets. 


prize: 1, Nurse Kelly; 2, Nurse Newell (captain). In the 
difficult feat of diving for tin plates, Nurse North and 
Nurse Campbell, both of St. Bartholomew’s, were first 
and second. The prizes were given by Sister Flower and 
Nurse Thomas. The Inter-Hospital plunging compe- 
tition, which roused great interest and speculation, was 
won by (1) Southwark Hospital (Nurse Anderson) ; 
(2) St. Bartholomew’s (Nurse North). 

A clever display of ornamental swimming and floating 
was given by members of Lewisham Ladies’ Swimming 
Club. 

In the obstacle race each competitor, dressed in uniform, 
plunged into the bath, swam to a line, took off her 
uniform and secured it to the line, seized a balloon and 
blew it in front of her to the end of the bath. Nurse 
Newell was first and Nurse Hester second. Sisters East- 
wood and Oates (hon. sec.) gave the prizes. Guy’s 
Hospital S.C., Cygnus S.C. and Fillebrook S.C. competed 
in a 160 yards race, with Cygnus first and Guy’s second 
The jockey race, of favourite riders and their blindfolded 
“ horses,”’ sporting their racing colours, was very amusing. 
The winners were: 1, Nurses McQuire and Kelly; 
2, Nurses Wilkins and Radnedge. In the spirited polo 
match between Guy’s Hospital and Cygnus S.C., Guy’s 
were the losers after a hard fight. In the fancy dress race 
the costumes were both clever and pretty. Among others 
were seaweed, cricketer, Bo-peep, a frog, and “ The 
Terror of St. Giles,” an alligator, this last, Nurse M. Jones 
and Nurse Loveys, winning the first prize, while the frog, 
Nurse Germaine, was second. “Good Night” race 
(swimmers carrying lighted candles): 1, Nurse Newell; 
2, Nurse Kelly. The challenge cup, given by the Chaplain 
for the best all-round swimmer, was won by Nurse Kelly. 

The prizes were presented by Mr. Campbell, M.P., 
who thanked the swimmers and the organisers for the 
excellent entertainment. 


HIGHGATE HOSPITAL REUNION 


Brilliant sunshine lighted up the autumn tints of the 
garden and cheered the visitors at the reunion on October 8, 
held in the nurses’ sitting-room, with its bright flowers 
and pretty new furniture. Miss Jones (matron) greeted 
every guest and many happy meetings of friends took 
place. Among those present were Mrs. Laing (née 
Spittall), a former matron; Miss MacAllen, who was a 
sister at the hospital for over 30 years; Dr. Chilcote (late 
medical superintendent) and Mrs. Chilcote; Dr. Thackray 
(medical superintendent) and Mrs. Thackray, Dr. 
Feltham, medical superintendent at St. Pancras Hospital ; 
and many married nurses and former sisters and nurses. 

During tea wireless music was enjoyed. A visit was 
paid to the fine chapel. The new ward beds, which can 
be wheeled with ease and raised on metal supports when 
required, were much admired. The classroom was of 
great interest; it is excellently equipped with all ward 
requirements; cutlery, silver and crockery are provided 
for six complete invalid trays. The life-sized demon- 
stration model (made by Sister Rigby, sister-tutor) has 
real hair and is most useful for teaching positions and 
Two clever charts illustrate drainage, 
and the hygiene models make the subject interesting. 
There are anatomical models of the brain, ear, eye and 
heart, and a full-sized figure. New drainage is being 
carried out in the hospital, and the nurses have the 
advantage of seeing this and having it explained by the 
engineer. Three staff nurses are trained in midwifery 
yearly. at St. Pancras Hospital South. The nurses’ 
recreation club is very active. An American tea is held 
annually to provide funds, a piano and two gramophones 
have been purchased, and it is hoped to raise the money 
for a hard tennis court, so that the staff can compete for 
“The Nursing Times’ Cup; the present tennis court is 
too small for practice. 

The Hospital was a Nightingale School, and the recrea- 
tion room possesses a beautiful statue of Florence Nightin- 
gale. Edith Cavell was a night-sister here, and violets 
were sold at the reunion in aid of the Cavell Homes of Rest. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Our readers are invited to send theiy opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We are not responsible for the opinions 
expressed by our correspondents. Address: The £ditor, 
Nursinc Times, c.o. Messrs. Macmillan, St. Martins’ 
Street, London, W.C.2. 

Profession or \oeation 

I do not go back one iota on what I| said previously. 
Every rker has a right to food, light, air, fun, 
freedom of action, choice of work and amusement, 
and £ s. d., as intelligent and responsible people. 


wo 


But 
we must also feel responsible for giving in return all 
that our work involves and exacts. I contend that we 
dangle plums to draw young women to enter the 
nursing markets We seem to lack a sieve for 
weeding out the wrong types. 

Sir Humphry Rolleston, Regius Professor 
Physic at Cambridge University, said, addressing the 
St. George’s Hospital students at the opening of the 
winter session: “ There can be no doubt of the vale 
of the personal equation in gaining the confidence of 
patients, their relations, and professional brethren. 
This necessary personality is not shown by a bedside 
matner with a suggestion of pompous superiority; it is 
the result of getting inside the patients’ minds, so as 
to think their thoughts, feel their feelings, and under- 
their mentality and anxieties.” Thus Sir 
Humphry Rolleston speaks to young medical students, 
showing what is necessary plus book-learning, and I 
am sure that nurses require to be no less well equipped 
Let matrons get in touch with head mistresses, Deep 
and prayerful thought should be given before choosing 
work. The right work spells happiness, the 
work, miserable drudgery 


of 


stand 


a life’s 
wrong 
“ Ace LIMITER.” 


The Quality of C harm 

How true are the words of the “‘ College member without 
charm ”’ in ‘The Nursing Times,” (Oct. 1), but have we not 
all met the ‘“‘ charming person” who, when not actually 
fascinating us with her charming ways, can be very 
offensive in her behaviour, so that for the moment we 
dislike her heartily, and only regret our dislike will 
evaporate when next we encounter her charm ? 

No one imagines for a moment that “the charming 
person ”’ is the good person, but what of that—would life 
be tolerable if made up of the good without charm ? 

ANOTHER READER WITHOUT CHARM. 


Wireless for Miss Harmer’s Home 
Would you be so kind as to give me a space in your 
paper to ask kind friends and nurses to spare me some- 
thing towards installing wireless throughout my ‘‘ Home 
forthe Aged’? All are of limited means, including seven 
aged nurses who have done their bit for others. To have 
the wireless fixed for patients and workers would cost 
roughly £60. Then for the upkeep I would have a special 
box, supported by those who will enjoy the wireless. We 
should like a three-valve set. The patients’ visitors have 
already promised to help in the upkeep, and the H.T.C. 
Electric Co., Boundaries Road, Balham, S.W., is kindly 
undertaking the installation 
Mary D. HARMER. 
Lynton House, 
85, Church Road, 
Upper Norwood, S.E.19 


[We warmly support the appeal of Miss Harmer, 
who has given such generous help to members of the 
profession. The installation would give enormous 
pleasure.—Ed.] 

\ Seaside Holiday 

To all nurses, whether members of the College of not, 
who wish for a good holiday by the sea, I should like to 
recommend Miss Coles’, Gresham House, Esplanade, 
Lowestoft, as a very delightful place, facing the sea, and 
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| 
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with every comfort. Terms are moderate, and 
vacancies now 
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GENERAL HOSPITAL, DARLINGTON 


\ reunion of nurses trained in this hospital will je 
held on October 27 at 2.30 p.m., and we are asked 1 
say that the matron (Miss Morgan) hopes that all will 
be present; any wishing for hospitality are asked to 
communicate with her as early a3 possible. Badzes are 
ready and will be given at the meeting to all wh 
possess the certificate of this training school. To any 
unable to be present, a badge will be sent (5s., plus 
postage.) 

Bolton D.N.A. held a successful four-day Oriental 
bazaar recently at the Albert Hall, Bolton. Miss Williams 
the matron, said that the nurses had devoted al! their 
leisure for months to the fancy goods stall, and had not 
only made many articles, but had organised entertain- 
ments to raise money for materials, and had sold £180 
worth of tickets. 

At the prize-giving at the East Suffolk and Ipswich 
Hospital on September 21, the work of the hospital! camera 
club was on view. The club, of which Sister Edwards is 
secretary, has its own dark room and enlarger, and has 
turned out some highly creditable work. Many of the 
photographs were taken while members were on holiday, 
and they include scenes in France and Spain. 


ANSWERS TO ENQUIRIES 


Questions asking advice on legal, charitable, employment 
and nursing matters are answered free of charge in this 
column, if accompanied by the coupon and by the full 
name and address of the writer. Answers by post 2s. 64, 
and ls. (see coupon). 


List of Homes (B.L.W.).—You can obtain a list of Homes 
from the National Council for the Unmarried Mother and 
her Child, 117, Piccadilly, W.1. 


Essay (Canadian Student Nurse, New York).— As your 
essay on Edith Cavell has to be given in on October 20 
we are posting to you a little book about her, from which 
you will be able to glean the facts you need. Good luck 
to the essay ! 

Artificial Sunlight Treatment (F.).—There is no regis 
tration for homes giving artificial sunlight and ultra violet 
ray treatment. We suggest your writing to the College 
of Nursing, Information Department, the secretary of 
which will gladly put you in touch with other nurses who 
are doing similar work. 

Fees (D.).— You say you have lost a good case because 
Patient No. 1 developed septicaemia and was removed to 
an isolation hospital two days after the baby arrived, and 
you had not time to disinfect. You ask whether you cat 
claim fees for case No. 2, which you lost on account of the 
infection; you also say that you remained with the baby 
for a fortnight, when you handed it over to a mothereraft 
training centre. You have legally no claim in the circum 
stances. It is not the length of time but the thoroughness 
of disinfection that makes for safety. Why give up th 
case No. 2 when there were twelve days between the 
removal of patient No. 1 and the date on which you were 
due to go to patient No. 2? Could not some arrange 
ment have been made for the baby at once? The case 
shows the supreme importance of obtaining the previous 
history of maternity patients. (N.B.—No patient © 
“ subject to septicaemia.’’) 
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NURSING TIMES. October 15th, 1927. 
COUPON FOR FREE ADVICE IN OUR COLUMNS, 
Legal, Charity, Nursing, Travel, Employment. 
Answers by post— Legal, 2s. 6d. ; other questions, 1s. 
and stamped envelope. 
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Thousands of Nurses have made | 
| their duties lighter and more 
pleasant by changing over from | 
ordinary ward shoes to the 
‘““BENDUBLE”’ WARD SHOES. | 
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Monsol Germicide is an efficient germ-killer 
which, unlike lysol and carbolic, does not 
roughen, crack or burn the skin. Yet it is 
the most powerful and positive germicide 
yet produced which can be used with full 
confidence for all dressings, first-aid work, 
and other surgical uses. 


Its gentle emollient action upon the skin makes 
it far and away the best disinfectant for 
washing hands, baths and personal hygiene. 


ONSOL 


BRAND 


GERMICIDE 
Does NOT harm the Skin 


Members of the Medical and | samples of MONSOL Fluid. Also 


Nursing Professions are invited obtainable in the forms of Monsol 
to write to Thomas Christy & Co. Ointment, Internal Capsules and 
(Sole U.K. Distributors) for free Throat Pastilles. 


Manufactured by The MOND STAFFORDSHIRE REFINING CO., LTD. 
Sole U.K. Distributors: THOS. CHRISTY & CO., 4-12, Old Swan Lane, E.C.4. 

















lt is well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 


of tl 
after 
devot 
board 


from 
after 
has | 
recor 
her ar 
that 
Hayn 


Mis 
wishe 
the m 
for th 
She r 
butor 


At 
Octol 
meda’ 
the n 
Nur 3 





27, 











Oct. 15, 1927. 


THE NURSING TIMES 








HARROW HOSPITAL 


Charmingly situated, with large grounds, this small 
hospital (36 beds and affiliated to the Royal Northern) 
has the advantage of unlimited fresh air. Miss Peake, 
the late matron, retired recently after 25 years’ service, 
and Miss Saunders, A.R.R.C. S.R.N., Member of the 
College of Nursing, trained at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, has been appointed in her place. During the 
war Miss Saunders had charge of an officer’s hospital, 
Clock House, Chélsea; she was twice mentioned in 


despatches. After taking her C.M.B. certificate at 
Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, she engaged in welfare 
work and private nursing, and had charge of nursing 
homes 


Seven probationers are taken, at the age of 18, for 
two years and go on to the Royal Northern for three 
years. There are three sisters. The nurses’ sitting 
room, with a balcony, and looking out on the garden, 
in the new wing, is most comfortable and prettily 
furnished, as are the bedrooms. It is hoped to build 
a new theatre block, to increase the number of. beds, 
to have a resident medical officer, and to make it a 
training school. 





PRESENTATIONS 


Owing to failing health, Superintendent Nurse Addy, 
of the Alcester Union Infirmary, has resigned her position 
after 25 years’ service. High tribute was paid to her 
devoted service at a meeting attended by members of the 
board and officials, and an upholstered armchair was 
presented to Nurse Addy. 

Miss Haynes, who has just retired, owing to ill-health, 
from the post of district nurse with the Barnstaple N.A., 
after nearly thirty years of faithful and devoted service, 
has been presented with a cheque for over £200. In 
recording the committee’s sincere regret at parting with 
her and praising her good work, the chairman pointed out 
that many of the contributors were patients, Nurse 
Haynes having been a kind friend to the poor. 


Miss E. M. Smith late matron of Withington Hospital. 
wishes to convey to the members, past and present, of 
the medical and nursing staffs her most grateful thanks 
for the very: kind and generous gifts on her retirement. 
She regrets that it is impossible to write to each contri- 
butor individually. 





At the Sheffield Royal Infirmary nurses’ reunion on 
October 5th, the Duchess of Devonshire presented the 
medals awarded on the reports of the ward sisters to 
the nurses for three years’ work. The recipients .were 
Nurse Birkhead (84 per cent.), Nurse Symes (82 per 
cent.), and Nurse Greatrex (81 per cent.). One of the 
speakers, Mr. W. W. Rusley, remarked that when 
Holmes, the cricketer, hit over 300 runs, and Hobbs 
performed a similar splendid feat, much was made of 
it, but if a nurse passed up a ward over 300 times, 
nothing was heard of it. Yet the surgical wards were 
longer than a cricket pitch—40 yards against 22 yards. 
The Duchess accepted a sheaf of carnations from the 
little daughter of Dr. Gamm. Tea was served in the 
new dining room and the hospital was open for 
inspection. : 





\ course of five lectures on “Causes and Manage- 
ment of Difficulties met with Children,” will be given 
at 8 p.m. on five successive Thursdays (October 20 to 
November 24 inclusive), at the Bethnal Green 
Children’s Homes, High Road, Leytonstone, by Dr. 
Hamilton-Pearson, physician to the Tavistock Clinic 
Children’s Department, and clinical psychologist to the 
West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases. Tickets, 
course 10s., single lectures 2s. 6d., from the Matron- 
uperintendent, Leytonstone House, High Road, 
Leytonstone, E.11. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
Matrons 
DowiE, Miss J., Matron, Cupar District Infectious 


Diseases Hospital, Auchtermuchty. 

Trained at Leith Infectious Diseases Hospital; King’s 
Cross Hospital, Dundee; Royal Infirmary, Man- 
chester; and Buckhall Hospital, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Assistant Matron, County Hospital, Motherwell. 


Epwarps, Miss A., Lady Superintendent of Nurses, 
Craiglockhart Hospital, Edinburgh. 

Trained at Belvidere Fever Hospital, Glasgow; and 

Royal Hospital, Sheffield. City of London Mater- 


nity Hospital (C.M.B.. cert.); General Hospital, 
Swansea (housekeeping). Night Sister, General Hos- 
pital, Wolverhampton; Assistant Matron, Royal 


West Sussex Hospital, Chichester; Assistant Matron 
and Sister-tutor, Ancoats Hospital, Manchester. 
Member, C. of N. 


FAIRBAIRN, Miss M. A. H., Matron, Tamworth Hospital, 
Staffs. 

Traine@ at Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle-on 
Tyne (massage and medical electricity certificates). 
Examiner for G.N.C. State examinations. Assistant 
Matron, King Edward VII. Hospital, Windsor. 
Member, C. of N. 


Horn, Miss M., Superintendent of Nurses, Withington 
Hospital, West Didsbury, Manchester. 

Trained at Withington Hospital. Ward Sister, Night 
Superintendent of Nurses, Third Assistant Matron 
and Masseuse, Second Assistant Matron, and First 
Assistant Matron at training school. 

Ross, Miss R. M., Matron, Accrington Maternity Home. 

Trained at Salford Union Infirmary. Sister, Maternity 
Ward at Training School. 

Witson, Miss A. E., S.R.N., Matron, County Antrim 
Infirmary, Lisburn. 

Trained at County Antrim Infirmary. 
Assistant Matron at Training School. 
C. of N. 





Sister and 
Member, 


Sisters 
ENTWISTLE, Miss A., Night Sister, Victoria Hospital’ 
Blackpool. 
Trained at Royal Infirmary, 
Sister, training school. 
MAXWELL, Miss L., S.R.N., Sister-in-Charge, Infirmary: 
Eye, Suffolk. 
Trained at St. George’s-in-the-East Hospital (C.M.B. 
cert.). Ward Sister at training school. 
THOMPSON, Miss M., Sister, Victoria Hospital, Blackpool. 
Trained at Victoria Hospital for Burnley and District. 
Sister at Training School. (C.M.B. cert.). 


Blackburn; Holiday 


Public Health 
HarRLey, Miss E., School Nurse, Salford, Education 


Department. 
Trained at Withington Hospital, Manchester. 


Twist, Miss C., Senior Nurse Health Visitor, West 
Bromwich Corporation. 


| ScHoLes, Miss M., Health Visitor, Chadderton’ Urban 

District. 

| Trained at Boundary Park Hospital, Oldham. Night 

Charge Nurse and Maternity Sister, training school ; 
District Staff Nurse, St. Mary’s Hospital, Man- 
chester; Sister, T.F.N.S. 2nd Western General 
Hospital, Manchester; Health Visitor, Oldham 
Corporation. 


By kind permission of the Board of Management of 
the Royal Victoria Hospital, the Belfast Branch of 
the College of Nursing will hold a sale of work in the 
King Edward Hall of the Hospital on Saturday, 
October 22, the proceeds to be devoted to the extension 
of the work in Ulster. 
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COLLEGE ADDRESSES 


College Headquarters : 
R.R.C. 
Secretary : Miss Hester Viney. 


Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, London, W.1. 
Librarian : Miss Gertrude Cowlin. Registrar and Chief of Information Bureau : Miss E.M. May. Local Branches 
Student Nurses’ Association: Secretary, Miss E. Sheriff-Macgregor. 


Secretary: Miss M. S. Rundle, 


Sub-Branches 


are distinguished by (S.B.). 


Seottish Board Headquarters: 8, Drumsheugh Gardens, 
Edinburgh. Secretary: Miss Milligan, R.R.C. 

Aberdeen: Miss H. M. Watt, 5, St. Swithin Street, 
Aberdeen. 

Bath : Mrs. Carter, Oriel House,. Gloucester Road, Bath. 

Belfast: Miss Carson, 2, College Square, East, Belfast. 

Birkenhead : Miss Gregory, 79, Shrewsbury Road, North, 
Birkenhead. 

Birmingham: Miss Cockeram, 
Hospital, Birmingham. 

Coventry (S.B.) : Miss Greenwood, City Hospital. 
Shrewsbury (S.B.): Miss Merry, Royal Salop In- 
firmary, Shrewsbury. 

Blackburn: Miss Garstang, 8, Merlin Road, Revidge; 
Miss E. Bell, 1, Woodville Road, Little Harwood. 

Bournemouth: Miss M. C. C. Payne, 13, Westbourne 
Park Road 

Bradford: Miss Bull, St. Luke’s Hospital, Bradford. 

Brighton: Miss Yell, 37, Devonshire Place, Brighton. 

Bristol : Miss May, St. Monica Home of Rest, Westbury- 
on-Trym, Bristol. 

Cambridge : Miss W. Swaine, 19, Brookside. 

Bediord (S.B.) : Mrs. Oxley, 60, Hirst Grove, Bedford. 
Cardiff: Miss Griffin, Royal Infirmary, Cardiff. 
Carmarthenshire at Llanelly: Mrs. Roberts, A.R.R.C., 

41, Rees Terrace, Furnace, Llanelly. 
Chesterfield : Mrs. Frost, Whittington Moor, Chesterfield. 
Cornwall at Truro: Miss J. Jeffery, Shepherd’s House, 
St. Newlyn East, Newquay. 
Derby : Miss Badger, Royal Infirmary, Derby. 

Dundee : Miss Dewar, 13, Balgay Avenue, Dundee. 
Edinburgh : 
Cathcart, The Elms, Whitehouse Loan, Edinburgh. 

Kirkealdy (S.B.): Miss Meldrum, 230, High Street, 

Kirkcaldy 
East Kent and Canterbury: Miss Phillips, Kent and 

Canterbury Hospital, Canterbury. 

East Lanes. : Miss Earl, Ancoats Hospital, Manchester. 

Stockport (S.B.) Miss L. M. Drew, 81, Mauldeth 

Road, Withington, Manchester. 
Exeter: Miss C. Heywood, 35, Powderham Crescent. 

North Devon (Barnstaple, S.B.): Miss Bury, 7, 

Gloster Road, Barnstaple (pro tem.). 
Glasgow: Mrs. Reid, Superintendent’s House, County 
Hospital, Motherwell. 
Gloucester and Cheltenham: Miss Bullock, Park Grange, 
Charlton Kings, Cheltenham. 
Cirencester (S.B.): Miss Edith Wake, A.R.R.C., 
2, King Street 
Hereford (S.B.) 
Hereford 
Hull: Miss Wilcock, 13, Dundee Street, Hull. 
Inverness (Pro. tem.), Miss Sutherland, 
Infirmary 
Elgin (S.B. 
Elgin 
Leicester : Miss Mabel Steers, 73, Aylestone Road 
Lineoln: Miss Douglas, Bracebridge Mental Hospital, 
Lincoln 

Cleethorpes and Grimsby (S.B.) : Miss Brewer, Grimsby 

and District Hospital, Grimsby. 

Gainsborough (S.B.): Mrs. Turner, Eastfield Grove, 

Morton, Gainsborough. 
Seunthorpe and Brigg (S.B.): Miss Fisher and Miss 
Rose, Melrose, Ashby, Scunthorpe. 
Liverpool: Miss Jones, R.R.C., Royal Infirmary, Liver- 
pool. 
Chester (S.B.) : 
Wrexham. 
London : Miss Bompas, la, Henrietta Street, London, W.1. 
Guildford (S.B.): Miss Draper, 185, High Street, 
Guildford. 


A.R.R.C., Children’s 


Miss Boden, Church Road, Tupsley, 


Northern 


Miss Fraser, R.R.C., Gray’s Hospital, 





Miss Turnbull, R.R.C., M.B.E.; and Miss | 


Miss Turner, War Memorial Hospital, | 


Redhill (S.3B., : Miss Buck, Wandilla, Earlswood Road, 
Redhill. 

Norfolk and Norwich: Miss Fraser, 131 
Road, Norwich. 

Northampton : Miss Blythe Brown, Infant Welfare Centre, 
Dychurch Lane; and Miss Courtenay, Sister-Tutor 
General Hospital. 

Northumberland and Durham: Miss Jones, 2, Granville 
Road, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Whitley Bay (S.B.) : Miss Chilton, 22, Princes Gardens, 
Monkseaton. 

Stoekton-on-Tees (S.B.): Miss D. Jenkins, Ropner 
Park, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Middlesbrough (S.B.) : Miss Dickinson, Carter Bequest 
Hospital. 

Sunderland (S.B.) : 
Sunderland. 

Nottingham : Miss H. Lowe, 124, The Chase. 

Mansfield (S.B.) : Miss Bradshaw, District Hospital. 

Oxford: Miss Smith, Evenlode, Hamilton Road, Summer- 
town, Oxford. 

Plymouth : Miss Sprigg, 2, Glenhurst Road. 

Portsmouth: Miss V. M. Saunders, Gomer House, 24, 
St. Thomas’s Street. 

Salisbury : Mrs. Birkbeck, Trevose, Castle Road. 

Sheffield : Mrs. Habbijam, 432, City Road, Sheffield 

Doneaster (S.B.): Mrs. Phillips, Edenfields, Thorne 
Road, Doncaster. 

Southampton : Miss Grist, 16, Highfield Close, Brcokwall 
Road, Southampton. 

Southport : Miss Ellis, 28, Queen’s Road, Southport. 

Swansea: Miss L. Dailey, Parc Beck, Sketty. 

Aberystwyth (S.B.): Miss Humphreys, 
Hospital, Aberystwyth. 

Torquay and District Branch: Miss Jelf-Reveley, Bryny- 
gwin, Dolgelly, Merioneth. 

Wolverhampton and Distriet.—Miss Goodwin, The Den, 
Codsall Road, Tettenhall (pro. tem.). 

Yorkshire at Leeds: Miss Lindall, Hospital for Women 
and Children, Leeds. 

Halifax (S.B.): Miss D. M. Laycock, 11, 
Homes, Halifax. 


Newmarket 


Miss Ferguson, Royal Infirmary, 


General 


Abbotts 


Sub- Branches in formation 


Newport : Miss Carmady, King’s Hill, Stowe Hill, Newport. 
Louth : Miss Herbert, 34, Lacey Gardens, Louth 
, College Clubs 

London.—Residential for Club Members: Secretary, 
Miss Litten, The Cowdray Club, 20, Cavendish Square 
W.1. Superintendent, Miss Leggatt. 

Aberdeen.— Residential : Superintendent-Secretary, the 
Cowdray Club, Fonthill Road. 

Birmingham.— Residential : 
Road, Edgbaston. 

Cardiff.—Residential : Secretary, 23, Cathedral Road. 

Dundee.—Holiday and Rest Home : Miss Reed, Gate- 


Secretary, 166, Hagley 


side, Carnoustie. 


Edinburgh.—Residential and Holiday : 8, Drumsheugh 
Gardens. 
Nottingham.—19, Regent Street; Club Secretary, Mrs. 
W. Spalding. 
Belfast.— Non-residential : 3, College Square East 
Leeds.—Has use of rooms for club purposes. 
Lianelly.—Lucania Buildings. 
Swansea.—Y.W.C.A. Club, St. Helen’s Road. 


Home of Rest, Bonchureh 
This Home is attached to the College, and is open all 
the year round for nurses requiring quiet holidays or rest. 
Applications should be made to the matron, Seaside 
Cottage, Bonchurch, I.W., or to the secretary, Nations 
Fund for Nurses, 32, North Audley Street, London, W.1. 
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NURSING HOMES (REGISTRATION) BILL 
As Amended by Standing Committee A 


By E. M. DousBLepay, Sister-Tutor, Post-certificate Midwifery School, Camberwell. 


WO clauses which have been introduced 

T into this Bill during the committee stage 

claim the careful attention of all midwives, 

and particularly of those interested in maternity 
homes. The clauses read :— 

8 (1) “ For the purposes of this Act the local 
supervising authority shall be (6) “‘as respects 
any urban or rural district the medical officer of 
health of which is precluded either by the terms 
of his appointment as such medical officer, or 
by the terms of any appointment which he may hold 
as medical officer of any other local or public 
authority, from engaging in private practice, the 
council of the district.’’ And 

1) ‘‘ This Act shall apply to the administrative 
county of London subject to the following modifi- 
cations: (iii) The London County Council may 
delegate to the council of any metropolitan 
borough or any of its powers under this Act other 
than the power to make bye-laws, and any such 
delegation may be either absolute or subject to 
such terms or conditions as the London County 
Council may think fit.” 

As this Act would repeal the Maternity Homes 
Act of 1926, these clauses, in the new Bill, are of 
grave concern to midwives. For many years the 
question of delegation of powers of the local super- 
vising authorities to smaller local authorities has 
been strenuously resisted by all who understand 
the work of midwives. If the Act is passed the 
power of inspection of maternity homes will be 
placed directly in the hands of small authorities, 
and even the London County Council will have the 
power of delegation. This would mean dual 
supervision and inspection, and as this is always 
unsatisfactory, there seems little doubt that the 
Act would be followed shortly by one transferring 
the supervision of all midwives to a smaller 
authority. 

To prevent this Bill being carried in its present 
lorm, all midwives should see or communicate 
with their member of Parliament at once, point 
out to him the significance of these clauses, and 
ask him, if he cannot get these delegation powers 
taken out, kindly to vote against the Bill. 

The objections to nursing homes being under the 
smaller local authorities are :— 

1. That it is undesirable to have the home under 
one authority and the staff who practise as mid- 
wives under another; therefore, as the county 
councils and county boroughs are already the local 
supervising authority under the Midwives Acts, 
1902 and 1918, and the Midwives and Maternity 


Homes Act, 1926, they ought also to be the 
local supervising authority in the Nursing Homes 
Registration Bill as originally drafted, but altered 
by Standing Committee on July 26. 

2. Difficulties are certain to arise over the 
rules and regulations, dual inspection, cases of 
infection, period of disinfection, and other matters, 
as the county M.O.H. would have control over 
the midwife but none over the home, which would 
be under the local M.O.H. 

3. As Lt.-Col. Henderson pointed out in com- 
mittee, the larger authority would be much more 
impartial and would set a higher standard of 
efficiency. The local people on the committee 
might have some vested interests, or relationships 
to staff, or the local M.O.H., or the midwives con- 
cerned, which would make it difficult to act fairly. 
Also the larger authority can afford to employ 
a whole-time and more experienced inspector, 
who has more expert knowledge and can be of 
real assistance to the staff; it needs a person with 
special midwifery knowledge and _ experience, 
whether doctor or midwife, to be an inspector. 

4. It is already difficult to get the best women 
to practise as midwives, and one of the reasons 
alleged is that the work is so hampered by rules 
and regulations and by indifferent inspection. It 
would therefore seem a great pity to make further 
trouble, and probably stir up the old controversy 
on the delegation of the inspection of midwives 
to these smaller authorities, which it was hoped 
was buried for ever in the 1926 Act. 

5. Delegation of inspection of midwives to 
smaller authorities, which was permitted in the 
Midwives Act of 1902, was proved up to the hilt 
to be mischievous and incompetent, and so was 
repealed. The arguments against delegation still 
hold good, and it would be disastrous to take this 
retrograde step by repealing the Midwives and 
Maternity Homes Act, 1926. 

Copies of the Bill may be obtained at -H.M. 
Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, or through 
a bookseller, price 3d. 

The view of the Central Midwives Board 
Standing Committee was stated at the October 6 
meeting reported on the next page.—Ep. 





For a long time past the General Lying-in Hospital, 
Lambeth, has been working under difficulties concerning 
accommodation. It is now compelled to rebuild under the 
terms of its lease, but in any case was in great need of 
more and better buildings for the out-patient department, 
the lecture hall and museum, for the nursing staff and for 
pupils. It is appealing for £30,000. 





THE NURSING TIMES 


CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD, 
Standing Committee, October 6 


Nursmg Homes Bill.—The Committee had had under 
consideration the amendment of the Registration of 
Nursing Homes Bill to the effect that non-county boroughs 
and urban districts employing whole-time medical officers 
of health should be the Registration and Inspecting 
Authorities for nursing homes (including maternity homes) 
in their district. It was agreed that the Board strongly 
deprecated the amendment in question in so far as 
maternity homes were concerned, and instructed the 
secretary to advise the Minister of Health and the County 
Councils Association of this opinion It also instructed 
the Secretary to ask Colonel Fremantle, M.P., if he would 
kindly take such steps as were possible to bring about a 
deletion of the amendment, at any rate in so far as 
maternity homes were concerned 


The Secretary announced that a letter had been received 
from Dr. Charles Sangster thanking the Board for its 
appreciation of the services which he had rendered to it. 
The announcement was also made that Dr. Sangster died 
on September 30. Members stood while the chairman, 
Sir Francis Champneys, moved that a letter of condolence 
and deep sympathy should be sent to Dr. Sangster’s and 
family , 

It was reported that the Society of Apothecaries of 
London had appointed Dr. Thomas Vincent Dickenson 
as its representative in place of Dr. Sangster 


C.M.B. Examination.—The secretary in his report of 
the August examination mentioned that the percentage 
of failures was considerably lower—16.1. The Chairman 
said this was the lowest he had known; it showed that 
the longer training of candidates had already had a good 
effect. 

Callipers for Midwives.—The County M.O.H. for Lindsey, 
who had written asking if he should insist on each private 
practising midwife purchasing a pair of callipers, or, 
whether those who did not possess a pair should be in- 
structed to send their patients to an ante-natal clinic for 
the required measurements to be made and reported to 
them, to be informed that in the opinion of the Board, if 
it was not possible for each practising midwife to have a 
pair of callipers, it was desirable that the Local Super- 
vising authority should, if practicable, arrange to keep a 
stock available for use by midwives when required. 

Signing Medical Aid Forms.—A letter was read from the 
County M.O.H. for Surrey asking if the form of sending 
for medical help in the case of a patient delivered in a 
maternity home should be signed by the matron of the 
home (who booked the case and was responsible for the 
conduct of the midwives in the home) or by the midwife 
who actually attended the confinement. The Committee 
agreed that in all cases the person actually conducting the 
case should sign the form. 

Training Applications.—From the matron of the 
Maternity Nursing Association, that the operation of the 
Rule as to the first five cases being intern ones might be 
again suspended—not granted. From the hon. sec. of 
the Monmouthshire N.A. who asked that the operation of 
this Rule might be suspended for a year—not granted; 
present arrangement to be continued. From the 
approved teacher, Southwell Street Maternity Hospital, 
Bristol, that four instead of two pupils per annum might 
be trained—granted. The Principal of University College, 
Leicester, to be informed that the approval of the existing 
lecturers there would be extended until January 1 but 
no longer. The scheme of lectures for pupil midwives in 
the Birmingham area sent by the secretary of Birmingham 
University was approved for one year. 


(To be concluded.) 





A Refresher Course for trained nurses and midwives 
holding the Mothercraft Training Certificate will be held 
from December 6 to 9. For further particulars apply to 
the matron, Cromwell House, Highgate, London, N. 


Ocr. 15, 1927. 





QUEEN CHARLOTTE’S HOSPITAL 


A crowded and enthusiastic meeting took place og 
October 6, at Seaford House (kindly lent by Lord Howar@ 
de Walden) to discuss plans for rousing public opinion og” 
the distressing fact of the increase in maternal mortality; 
(see the latest Ministry of Health report). 3 

Dr. T. Watts Eden (chair) who referred to this ‘ very 
complex problem,”’ said that during the last 15 years no? 
diminution in the figures could be claimed and that ig9 
this respect Great Britain compared unfavourably with’ 
the smaller countries of Sweden. Holland and Norway, 
Six of every seven of the six or seven thousand womeg 
who lost their lives in child-birth every year in this country) 
were under the age of 35. While a certain amount of loss 9 
during the reproductive process was inevitable, and could 
be noted all through Nature, the rate given by the Ministry 
of Health was alarmingly high. Much of it, too was avoid-@ 
able; for example, in eclampsia, warning signs of the® 
foe’s approach were not wanting, and, with skilled observa- | 
tion, could be dealt with efficiently. The best and most 
highly efficient training in this important subject wag 
absolutely necessary for doctors and nurses. There should” 
be an ambulance service for special use in remote country § 
districts, so that emergency cases could be taken at once 
to hospital ; increased hospital accommodation was greatly | 
needed, and research must go hand in hand with hospital © 
treatment if this campaign was to be fought with real @ 
success. Research was also invaluable in preventive work, = 
and in the laboratory of to-day would be forged the 
weapons for destroying some of the enemies that threatened 
the lives of mothers. ; 

On the motion of the Bishop of Willesden the meeting | 
welcomed the campaign and pledged support for all it” 
hoped to do towards lessening the existing high maternal 
death rate. The mayors of several boroughs promised) 
warm support. 


. 





POST-CERTIFICATE COURSE AT MAIDSTONE : 


This course, an increasingly popular annual event, held 
last week, was attended by midwives from both town and] 
country, and the questions asked after the lectures one? § 
more showed keen appreciation of this opportunity ’of 7 
adding to or refreshing knowledge of the subjects dealt 
with. Valuable ante-natal demonstrations were givel © 
by the lecturers in the well-equipped temporary ante | 
natal department in the Sessions House, where the course | 
was held. Thelecture on “Foods” by Mr. F. W. F. Arnold, 
F.I.C., Public Analyst, was followed by a visit to they 
County Analytical Laboratory, and demonstrations wert 
given at the County Bacteriological Laboratory by” 
Dr. C. Ponder, bacteriologist for Kent. The social teat) 
and delightful musical programme between the afternoom 
and evening lectures, with the opportunity of meeting) 
friends from other parts of the county, are a populat) 
feature of this popular course. We hope to publisil 
notes on some of the lectures. 





THE GREEN BAND TEAT 


No longer is it possible to ask for a “ band "’ teat and™ 
be sure of getting the original Ingram’s ‘Agrippa " ban’ 
The patent has expired, and several other manufacture] 
have put on the market teats with a similar band. Messt®9 
J. G. Ingram & Son, Ltd., of Hackney Wick, Londé 
therefore ask us to announce their latest invention 
the teat with the green band, an important feature @ 
which is to meet the modern tendency to use a feedimg, 
bottle with a slightly wider mouth. The band goes OV 
the, mouth without being split, and thus retains the wens 
known “gripping” principle of Ingram’s “Agrippa | 
Teat. The rubber is of the standard quality associat 
for over 80 years with Ingram’s rubber products. Inf 
welfare nurses will note the transparent container, whit 
ensures cleanliness in handling. Ingram’s “‘Agrippa, 
the ‘‘ teat with the green band ” should be asked foré 
the chemists’. ; 








